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Branding Time, a nationwide campaign to recruit new members, runs annually from 
October 1 through November 30. Each chapter must have achieved a net gain of at 
least fi ve new members to become a Top Spread Chapter! Members that achieve a 
Branding Iron Pin have recruited three new members during Branding Time.

In the fall, chapters hold membership recruitment contests among their existing 
members or between neighboring chapters.

What’s in it for your chapter? New Members…and Scorecard points.

During this membership drive, focus on inviting your friends and 
neighbors to your chapter’s mission-driven events.

Each chapter must achieve a net gain of at least fi ve new members 
to become a Cowpoke Chapter! Members that achieve a Lasso Pin 
recruit three new members during Spring Round-Up.

2018
New Members

5

7

12

7

5

5

17

7

Top Spread Chapter

Greenebucs, OH 

Central Illinois, IL 

Noon Network, KS

Salina, KS 

Enid AM, OK

Ponca City Charity Angels, OK

Irving, TX 

Mid Cities, TX

Congratulations to 2018
 Top Spread Chapters

Trail Boss President

Sandy Zimmerman 

Dennis Barron 

Heike Anderson 

Mike Scanlon 

Blake Gibson 

Wendy Bond 

Bruce Burns

Lisa Roberson

Dawn Mader, Greenebucs, OH 
Chris Barron, Central Illinois, IL 
Jacob Leeper, Central Illinois, IL 

Andrea Pedigo, Noon Network, KS
Kimberly Frederking, Noon Network, KS 

Eddie Wyant, Enid AM, OK
Bob Meyer, Lawton, OK 
Bruce Burns, Irving, TX

Edward Roberson, Mid Cities, TX 
Renee Cortise, Bay Area Trykers, CA

Congratulations Branding
Iron Winners!

Don’t forget, March and 
April are Spring Round-Up!

NEWS FROM NATIONAL
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Tips for smaller chapters

Consider requiring dual signatories for checks, even 
if one of the signatories is the treasurer.

If you don't conduct monthly chapter board 
meetings, fi nd some way to get the bank statements 
in front of a chapter member who has adequate 
knowledge and expertise in this area. They could 
even be shared and approved digitally. 

No matter what you do, please ensure that your 
chapter has some means of proving accountability 
and transparency. 

Many of you who know me, know I am a “process and compliance” 
kind of guy. You know? – “I believe you, but may I see the receipt for 
that tax deduction.” … kind of guy. 

Good governance seems to be one of the things we just trust 
everyone knows about, and constant training and retraining is not 
necessary. Sorry to disappoint you; good governance is paramount 
and starts and fi nishes with accountability and transparency. Period! 

Accountability 

AMBUCS chapters are charitable organizations and must conduct 
operations in a businesslike manner. Offi  cers and members have 
a fi duciary duty to act in the best interest of the organization. Trust 
but verify.

Transparency 

Your chapter should have at least three officers. The treasurer 
functions as the bookkeeper; primarily logging incoming and 
outgoing funds. The other two offi  cers act as dual signatories for all 
checks. This provides the required checks and balances necessary 
for a transparent organization. In accounting terms, this is called 
“division of duties.”  All offi  cers are responsible for reporting accurate 
information to chapter membership and to the national offi  ce.

From the Desk of Randy Cloud, 
CPA and AMBUCS National President

If your chapter already has checking account(s) established, please 
verify that the account(s) have dual signatories and at least two 
people are authorized to access and view all account records. If not, 
get it done! Banks may ask for your chapter minutes or a chapter 
resolution to make the change. 

Accountability 
& Transparency
The good earth needed for
growing a healthier chapter
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What can be done to improve accountability and transparency?

Chapter offi  cers – you need to provide your membership with clear, 
timely and easy to read information, i.e.: fi nancial statements, bank 
statements and records, credit card statements, minutes of meetings, 
contracts, etc.  

Members – you should not hesitate to ask for this information. And 
ask for it regularly.  We are all friends, but your chapter’s operation is a 
business. You wouldn’t allow your business to just operate without real 
oversight. It’s not hard or unpleasant.  It’s necessary! 

It is strongly recommended that monthly bank statement(s) be 
reviewed by at least one chapter member who has fi nancial acumen  (in 
addition to the treasurer). This person either approves the statement(s) 
or brings his or her concerns or findings to the chapter board. It’s 
recommended that statement(s) and reports be kept for 5 years. Again, 
division of duties.

 If your chapter is involved in fundraising that handles a lot cash and 
currency, it’s prudent to always have two members count, record and 
document funds prior to depositing. This information is retained and 
then shared with the treasurer. Any discrepancies (bank deposit does 
not match accounting) should be addressed immediately. Chapters 
should consider obtaining a fi delity bond for the treasurer and any 
signers on accounts. 

CANDIDATE FOR
2019/2020 NATIONAL PRESIDENT ELECT

SUE HAYWOOD
M E M B E R  S I N C E  1 9 9 0

(903) 235-4762  •  Amtrykemama@msn.com

Member since 1990 • Life member since 1991

Big Hatter since 1991

William L. White

AmtrykeMama Named Scholarship

Ambility Ambassador 1996

Southwest Regional director 2017-2019

Ambuc of the Year 2003 Naples

National Therapist of the Year 1993 St. Louis

1990 Started Amtryke Program with Gene Allen and Longview AMBUCS

Traveled the United States training therapists

Helped Charter 3 clubs

President of Longview Too AMBUCS two terms

Ambility Board Member 1996-2017

All of this might sound like we don't trust our valued treasurers. But, 
really, all these steps serve to protect both them and your chapter 
from any suspicion of wrongdoing. 

Remember, no matter the size of your chapter, you must fi le the 
annual IRS Form 990. If you qualify for the 990-N postcard, because 
your chapter’s gross income is less than $50,000, it takes about 15 
minutes. You will fi nd more information about the IRS Form 990 and 
about Treasurer Guidelines in the Chapter Toolkit (in the Governance 
and Offi  cer Guidelines sections, respectively). 
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100% PROGRAM GIVING HISTORY. 

In 1955 the membership pledged to fund a Living Endowment 
with small gifts from each member. The idea was that while 
we did not have a large pot of money with which to begin a 
true endowment, members were willing to work Shoulders 
Together to give the Scholarships for Therapists Program the 
same amount of money it would have earned in interest. And 
our generous members have honored their pledge for over 
six decades. We no longer refer to it as the Living Endowment 
(instead it’s the Scholarships for Therapists Permanent Fund) 
but the legacy of visionary leaders and members’ gifts over time 
is more than $8.9 million dollars of educational scholarships 
granted to more than 15,500 therapy students.

HOW IT WORKS TODAY.

Annually, before the end of March, your chapter Treasurer 
will receive a 100% Giving Letter where you will be advised of 
your Program Giving Goal. The goal is chapter membership as 
of the February 28 Blue Chip Report times $40 per member. 
For example: If your chapter’s February 28 membership is ten 
members; ten members times $40 equals a $400 Program 
Giving Goal for your chapter.

Your chapter’s total Program Giving to each National Program 
is reported and calculated from both member gifts and chapter 
gifts to the individual National Programs: Scholars, Cornerstone 
and Amtryke. After receiving your letter and prior to the end 
of the AMBUCS year (May 31), additional contributions can be 
designated to support any or all three Nationwide Programs in 
order for your chapter to reach its goal.

For each of the three programs for which the chapter reaches 
its 100% Program Giving Goal, it receives a 100% Program 
Giving banner patch and corresponding points on the 4th 
Quarter Scorecard. When your total contributions reach an 
average of $40 per member for a program, you will receive 40 
scorecard points. If the average exceeds $40 per member in 
a program, you will receive one bonus point for each average 
whole dollar over $40. If a chapter reaches the 100% Program 
Giving Goal for each of the three programs, there is a 100-
point bonus on the Scorecard. Like the Scorecard and the 
Awards Program, participation is entirely voluntary.

Please Note: No portion of any donation to National AMBUCS 
(even a general donation) or to its programs goes to operations 
or administration unless specifically designated for that use by 
its donor.

SHOW ME THE MONEY! YOUR Achievements Through 
Participation in Nationwide Programs.

Scholarships for Therapists Program – Monies tabulated 
in this section of your chapter’s 100% Giving Letter include 
member or chapter gifts to the program. It also includes 
participation in the William L White elite giving society 
($1,000), amounts given to achieve a Named Scholarship 
($10,000), honorariums/memorials and region and national 
Big Hat gifts.

One therapist has an impact on countless lives during her 
career. The professions, however, continue to require even 
more education and the cost continues to rise. As a result, 
there continues to be a shortage of clinical practitioners. Now 
more than ever, we must remain committed to providing 
education opportunities for future therapists. 

Gifts given to the Scholars Program are used to support 
graduate students who are pursuing degrees in physical or 
occupational therapy, speech language pathology or hearing 
audiology. General gifts (including 100% Giving) are fully 
awarded in the next scholarship cycle, while only a small 
portion of gifts to the Permanent Fund are awarded each 
year, to ensure an ongoing program.

What is 100% Giving, Anyway?
If you’re scratching your head, you’re not alone. Even long-time members 
are a bit confused. And that’s simply because it has evolved significantly 
over the years.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THERAPISTS
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Cornerstone Program – Monies tabulated in this section 
include member or chapter gifts to the program, the Chapter 
Advocates elite giving society ($1,000), given to achieve a 
Named Chapter Founding Gift ($10,000), honorariums/
memorials and region and national Big Hat gifts.

Our founder, William L. White, sold turpentine cups to 
establish the first AMBUCS club in Birmingham, Alabama. 
Founding each new chapter requires a financial investment. 
Cultivating and supporting new chapters continues to be a 
priority of our organization, and Cornerstone allows us to do 
just that. Imagine the impact your chapter has had on your 
city, county and state. It isn’t just the people you’ve served 
through our mission; it’s the way your chapter has enriched 
and inspired your community. That wouldn’t have happened 
without Cornerstone. Cornerstone is, well, the cornerstone of 
our nonprofit; the stone on which every other stone is based. 
Cornerstone is you; it’s your neighboring chapters; and all 
chapters across the country who stand Shoulders Together.

Gifts given to the Cornerstone Program fund the fees to 
register the new chapter in its state and many things that often 
aren’t considered such as pins, membership cards, printed 
permanent documents and other miscellaneous expenses. 
Cornerstone provides funds for travel and training to start 
and support the new chapter, the 10-for-10 promotion that 
teaches them to fundraise, members’ National dues for the 
first two quarters, free National conference registration and 
one night lodging for the chartering chapter president.

CORNERSTONE

* 8 new chapters built with these 
funds since May 31, 2018.

Note: Graph shows member/chapter National Wish List 
giving. The Wish List is also supported by (non-member) 
individual donors, foundations and corporations. Support 
from these 'outside' donors equals $158,452.87.

If we added a column to the graph above reflecting 
the amount of money chapters spent to give away 
Amtrykes in their own communities ($2,002,377.40) 
it would be more than 57 times the size of the red 
bar; that’s about 9.5 feet high. What an incredible 
accomplishment!

Amtryke Program – Monies tabulated in this section include 
member or chapter gifts to the program including participation 
in Wish List Club, the Amtryke Ambassador elite giving 
society ($1,000), amounts given to achieve a Named Amtryke 
Endowment ($10,000), honorariums/memorials and region 
and national Big Hat gifts. This section also includes a credit 
of 25% of chapter Amtryke purchases. Because it is a credit, 
these are never ‘real’ funds that go to assist a program but 
serve only as an additional benefit to chapters. 

Gifts given to the Amtryke Program fund Amtrykes for children, 
Veterans and other adults who are waiting on the National Wish 
List. If a rider doesn’t have one of our 162 chapters to fundraise 
for them, their request for Amtryke assistance is submitted to 
the AMBUCS Resource Center. There are still many areas of the 
country not served by a chapter which is why, on average, the 
National Wish List receives 50 new applications each month. 
Many of our recipients enjoy riding for the first time in their 
lives because of these gifts to the program. 

Can we help even more people this year? 
Your chance to make a difference should have 
already landed in your treasurer’s mailbox!
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Go to your region conference and the national conference.  Take a little time to step 
down for a minute or a few days.  You will have the opportunity to spend some time 
with friends, learn about what other chapters and members are doing, maybe even 
see a part of the country that is new to you.  I know you will leave with a whole new 
appreciation and understanding of why you joined AMBUCS. 
– Randy Cloud, National President

Find the most up-to-date 
information on ambucs.org

NEWS FROM NATIONAL

Region & National Conferences

June 6-8
Southwest Region Conference
Hosted by Mesquite and Lakeside
Rockwall, TX
Hilton Dallas Rockwall Lakefront
Registration $129
Room Rate $129
“It’s more than just a conference; it’s a vacation!” 

April 25-27
Great Plains Region Conference
Hosted by Northwest Arkansas
Bentonville, AR
DoubleTree Suites by Hilton
Registration $95 before April 17
Room Rate $109
“Up, Up Down and All Around”

June 13
“At Large” Region Meetup
Los Angeles, CA
TBD
“For our AMBUCS out West”
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May 17-19
Southern Region Conference
Hosted by Piedmont
Summerville, SC
Courtyard – Marriott
Registration $25
Room Rate $139
“Tour the BCA factory!”

April 12-14
Northeast Region Conference
Hosted by Lititz
Lititz, PA
Hotel Rock Lititz
Registration $160
Room Rate $115
“Rock ‘n Roll”

April 12-13
Central Region Conference
Hosted by I-80
La Salle, IL
Senica Oak Ridge Golf Club
Oglesby Best Western
Registration $90
Room Rate $80
“A Night at the Movies”

April 5-6
Mid-States Region Conference
Hosted by Battle Creek 
Frankenmuth, MI
Bavarian Inn Lodge
Registration $105
Room Rate $99
“College Football”

October 2-5
AMBUCS National Conference
Pittsburgh, PA
Wyndham Grand Downtown
Room Rate $124
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Chapter: Greater Champaign County
Event: Greater Champaign County AMBUCS Cash Bash
Date: March 2, 2019
Years Running: 28
Location: Champaign-Urbana Elk’s Lodge, Savoy, IL
Participants: 275 tickets; 160 attendees
Sponsors: n/a
Funds raised: $19,038 (net)
Diffi  culty level: 3 out of 4

The concept is simple and compelling. Greater Champaign County (GCC) 
sells 275 tickets for $100 each. Each ticket represents a 1 in 275 chance to 
win $7,500. The chapter then hosts a catered dinner at a nearby Elk’s lodge 
and pulls names out of a drum to identify the winners.

Ticket holders do not need to be present to win. Those that do attend, 
pay an additional $25 for dinner and unlimited drinks (including cocktails) 
for the evening. The catering restaurant provides a hearty meal of chicken 
and ham at such a reasonable price, the chapter actually makes a bit from 
the meal charge. 

Don Dunlap, the event chair, is an Elk’s member and the lodge gives him a 
break on the rental of the hall and the bar tab. Apart from those two things, 
the only expenses are some decorations and printing costs for the tickets 
and a thank you postcard that also serves as a save the date for next year.

The chapter puts all tickets in a spinning drum and draws numbers out 
until there are only fi ve left. Every tenth ticket drawn wins $100. The fi rst 
ticket and last fi ve each have a cash prize assigned to them. The last fi ve 
people in the drum are brought up on stage and they are given the option 
of splitting the money evenly or drawing down until they all agree or there 
is one winner. 

This year the Cash Bash ended when the fi nal two people decided to split 
the prize - winning $4,000 each.

When someone buys a ticket, they can choose to set rules for when to split 
or share if they do not attend the event. The member that sold the ticket 
acts as their representative and calls for further direction when possible.

Further entertainment and funds are garnered from four games running 
throughout the evening. The chapter holds an hourly $5 50/50 raffl  e and a 

$10 50/50 raffl  e that runs the entire evening. They also host a game where 
the chapter sells playing cards for $10 each, the player rips their card in 
half, holds half and puts the other half in a bucket. A chapter representative 
draws a card and the holder of the matching half wins $200. 

This year GCC added a Heads and Tails game. Participants stand up with 
$5, chapter members collect the funds and then the participants choose 
a side of a coin by placing a hand on their own head or tail. A phone app 
then digitally makes the coin toss and anyone who made the wrong guess 
sits down. Those that remain get to guess again on another toss until only 
one person remains. GCC hosted Heads or Tails twice during the evening 
and the prizes were gift baskets that contained gift certifi cates, alcohol and 
other goodies. The four games brought in around $3,800.

Don says the most diffi  cult part of hosting the Cash Bash selling the tickets. 
“You gotta do the legwork. Get out there and ask. Start with the fi rst contact 
in your phone and work your way down. It’s not hard. You can do it!” 

“We would not be able to giveaway the 50 plus Amtrykes that we do 
without this fundraiser,” said Don. “It would be a huge hole in our budget. 
We also build 6-8 ramps a year. We wouldn’t be able to do all of that 
without this fundraiser.”

FUNDRAISER PROFILE

Greater Champaign County 
AMBUCS Cash Bash
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Ponca City Charity Angles hosted their first annual Wacky Golf tournament last year and are looking 
forward to their next one coming up soon. The trick, said Wendy Bond, chapter president, was 
balancing ‘Wacky’ with real golf. “We wanted the players to still feel like they were golfing. We had to 
recruit players who were willing to be a little crazy.” 

Several of the 17 participants were father-son teams. The youngest participant was 12 and he and 
his father had a blast.

The course had 11 par-3 (shorter) holes and the chapter set up a different Wacky Golf challenge 
at each one: beer goggles, switch hitter, tennis racquet, sling shot, nerf gun (kids shot golfers 
with nerf guns), pool queue (putting while laying on the ground using the opposite end like a 
pool queue), pick a club (use the same club for all hits on the hole), dizzy (swing around with your 
forehead on the top of the club several times before putting), hockey stick driver, T-ball and bat 
(use the T and hit with a baseball bat) and kid’s golf (use kid’s plastic putters). 

That left 7 regular golf holes. Even at the Wacky holes, after the first hit, the rest were done regularly 
(except the hole where you had to use the same club for all hits).

The event had 11 $100 hole sponsors and each received a sign with their logo posted on the green. 
The corporate sponsor got two free teams and a banner along the road. There were also five 
companies that donated prizes at a high enough level to become prize sponsors. 

Prizes included a hand forged antler handled knife made by a recipient’s dad, grill set, oil change, bath 
and body set and more. The Charity Angels gave prizes for the winner in the traditional sense, for the 
person who got the closest to a hole on one of the Wacky challenges and many door prizes. 

Every golfer got lunch and two free drink tickets. Every golfer that paid to play got free door prize 
tickets. Since the event was small in its first year, nearly everyone went home with something. 

The chapter also sold mulligans (do overs) in the form of pink golf balls. Each one was $5 and they 
added to the general hilarity of the day.

Wendy says the course was hesitant about the event damaging their course but once they 
understood what the chapter intended, they had no problems. Other advice? Have a volunteer at 
each Wacky hole to help participants (and a photographer, if you can)!

“We believe this event will grow each year as people start to talk about how much fun they had,” said 
Wendy. “It was small but that’s not a bad thing for a first year. This was one of the best days ever!”

Chapter: Ponca City Charity Angels
Event: Wacky Golf 
Date: May 19, 2018
Years running: 1
Location: Lew Wentz Golf Course, Ponca City, OK  
Participants: 17
Sponsors: 17 
Funds raised: $2,800 (gross) 
Difficulty level: 1 out of 4

Wacky Golf

FUNDRAISER PROFILE
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Mississippi Bend Trykes (Bettendorf, IA) gave away its fi rst Amtryke 
in May of 2016. That summer, Katie Powers presented at North Scott 
Rotary Club to spread the word about the chapter’s new program. 
During the meeting members were inspired to donate enough to fund 
four trykes. Katie also met Jeff  Ashcraft, who became 2018-2019 North 
Scott Rotary Club president. 

“As my presidential year was approaching,” said Jeff , “my mind kept 
recalling that program and how quickly our club members jumped 
onboard, and I couldn’t help but think this was a perfect project for us 
to get involved in. Once I realized that we could also help assemble and 
then present the trykes to the kids; I knew this was the project that I 
wanted to support in my presidential year.”

Even before the start of his presidential year, Jeff  worked with Katie to 
write a grant for $5,000 of North Scott Rotary funds as well as $5,000 
of District Rotary funds for Mississippi Bend Trykes. The grant was 
awarded, and the chapter was able to fund 14 trykes.  

A few months later, North Scott Rotary held a large semi-formal 
auction fundraiser and invited Katie to speak during the live auction 
portion. Katie talked about the Mississippi Bend Trykes’ mission and 
what they've accomplished so far. All electronic donations during her 
5-minute time slot went to the chapter. In 5 minutes, they raised another 
$10,000! 

At that point in time, the two donations entirely covered the chapter’s 
Wish List.

On February 9, Mississippi Bend Trykes and North Scott Rotary Club 
assembled 19 trykes and then presented the trykes to children.  

“Caiden (5) is able to walk with braces, but unable to ride a bike, 
a scooter, run or jump,” said her mom, Denise. “For over a year her 
friends and peers have been riding bikes and have been able to be 
active outside. She of course has been wanting to ride a bike but cannot 
push the pedals or steer on her own. The adaptive trike donated to her, 
has allowed her the freedom to be able to fi nally ride a bike! She is so 
excited and loves her bike so much.”

Since May 2016 the chapter has given away 106 trykes. Even after the 
19-tryke giveaway, they still have funding for trykes 107-120. Of course, 
the publicity has upped their requests and they now have nine more 
on their Wish List.

Chapter
Spotlight

North Scott Rotary Club is excited about the next round of tryke building 
and gifting. Plans are underway for the next event in May. “North Scott 
Rotary supports many organizations throughout our community,” said 
Jeff , “however I hope this is simply the beginning of an enduring and 
rewarding partnership that benefi ts special needs children in our area 
for a long, long time.”

© Miles Thompson

© Miles Thompson
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Celebrating 99 Years

Enid AMBUCS celebrated “Doc” Earl Mabry's 99th birthday at a chapter 
lunch on January 25. Doc returned from serving in the military during 
World War II in 1942 and started his dental practice in Enid the same 
year. Doc said the business leaders told him if he wanted his practice to 
be a success, he should join AMBUCS and he did. He has been an active 
member for over 76 years. He is a Big Hatter, past chapter president 
and has served the chapter faithfully. He rarely misses a meeting and is 
a true inspiration to all members.

Salina’s 300th Ramp

The Salina “Breakfast Bandits” AMBUCS (KS) have achieved another 
milestone. They have now built 300 ramps in a 5-county area over the 
last 20 years. Salina built the fi rst 200 ramps in 18 years and the last 100 
ramps in less than two years. In 2018 alone, the chapter built 60 ramps.

Ken Dubois is the ramp mastermind. His support crew of volunteers 
stays busy almost every Saturday morning, building a ramp for a family 
in need. Jim Cram fields the calls, runs the budget and sets up the 
volunteers.  

The chapter builds ramps through the cold and snow of winter, the 
wind and rain of spring and the heat of summer. Each Saturday an 

Round ‘em Up, Partner!

Greenebucs (Beavercreek, OH) has been number one chapter in the 
nation two years in a row. Devlynn Tanner, chapter vice president, 
says much of that success is due to the chapter’s amazing community 
partnerships. 

When asked how these partnerships came about, she said it’s everything 
including serendipity. But when it comes down to brass tacks it’s about 
recruiting and engaging members and then asking each new member 
to engage their contacts, and so on. 

“I don't know how you get new members,” said Devlynn, “other than you 
just get out there and be seen doing the mission!”

average of 6-8 volunteers meet at the designated ramp site and get 
to work. Ken has a gift to conceptualize how to layout the ramp to be 
compliant with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations. “We 
have a core group of 20-25 volunteers with four to fi ve regulars who 
‘Git R’Done!’” said Ken.

Salina has built quite a variety of home access ramps over the years, 
with the largest and longest being two-story. Many times, chapter 
members have rallied together on short notice to build a ramp so an 
individual could be released from the hospital or rehabilitation center 
and go home.

Ken and Jim both state the enthusiasm for volunteering has not slowed 
down. “What’s really great is the variety of volunteers who show up 
to complete the mission to help people out,” said Jim. “The fellowship 
among chapter members is quite an added bonus - Shoulders 
Together!” 
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One member is marketing manager for the local mall where the chapter 
hosts its annual Visibility Day. The event is staffed in part by volunteers 
provided by a credit union manager.

A mobility auto dealer donates $250 for every new van he sells to 
purchase bikes for both children and Veterans. He recently featured 
the AMBUCS name, a Veteran recipient and Veteran Amtrykes on both 
his radio and TV commercials with this offer. 

A successful pediatric therapy group utilizes their clinic and staff for 
fittings, evaluations and bike builds. 

A member and one of his friends both provide a place to house 
Amtrykes when they come in and then their employees help build them.

One friend provides generous funding around the holidays for trykes. 
Another conducts his own hand cut firewood fundraiser that benefits 
the chapter thousands of dollars. 

Greenebucs boasts members who are also business owners of many 
types (travel agency, insurance agency, realtor, artist, home-based 
business). “Their involvement in the chapter has benefited area 
children, Veterans and the Greenebucs chapter,” said Devlynn. “All it 
takes to spread the magic is a simple invite to a meeting!” 
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A Donation to fund 55 Scholarships

Recently, a check for $25,200 was presented by Lubbock Monterey AMBUCS to Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) School of 
Health Professions. The donation covered 55 scholarships, ranging in amounts from $1,500 to $300.

The scholarship recipients are chosen each year by a committee within the chapter and go to students currently enrolled in the various therapy 
disciplines within the graduate program of the school. These scholarship monies are over and above those that come into the school through this 
chapter and other’s participation in the National Scholarships for Therapists Program.  

Scholarship monies are raised by the chapter each year through two major fundraising events, primarily the chapter’s 60-year-old South Plains 
Fair Hamburger Restaurant. One current active member, Berwyn Tisdel, has worked the Fair Restaurant every year it has been in operation. He 
is, even in his nineties now, one of the chapter’s most loyal workers – a real testament to how special the mission is.

Many scholarship recipients over the years have worked shifts at the 
chapter’s various fundraisers and are given priority consideration 
for doing so by the chapter when allotting the scholarship monies. 
The chapter discovered that one of its older volunteer workers had 
received a scholarship from Lubbock Monterey AMBUCS almost 25 
years ago.

Also, one of the TTUHSC lead instructors, Dr. Sherry Sancibrian, was a 
recipient of a National scholarship from Lubbock Monterey AMBUCS 
almost 40 years ago. Dr. Sancibrian says because of her scholarship, 
thousands of other therapy students, and by extension all of their 
clients, have also benefitted, because of her years of teaching future 
therapists. 

The Lubbock Monterey AMBUCS know first-hand the monies they (and 
all other AMBUCS chapters around the country) are giving each year 
to the scholarship program have had a positive impact, and know that 
impact will continue to multiply many times over!

You Never Know Who’s Listening

Huntsville Tennessee Valley AMBUCS (Huntsville, AL) recently received 
a windfall donation inspired by one of their dedicated volunteer 
builders, Julio Driggs. Julio and his cycle group, North Alabama Express 
Cycle Club, have been building trykes for Huntsville AMBUCS for three 
years. More recently Julio has been working on a new fundraiser for the 
chapter involving Waffle House.

In the process of pitching the fundraiser to his club and community, 
Julio struck a cord with an astonishingly generous person. 

On August 21, 2018 the chapter received a letter from a bank outlining 
the terms of an anonymous donation. The letter reads, “Inspired by 
Julio C Driggs - everyone should experience the joy of riding their first 
bicycle.” The enclosed check was made out for $20,000.

Huntsville AMBUCS has gifted 24 trykes so far with the funds, including 
14 at their holiday giveaway. Right now, the only riders on their Wish 
List still need to be fitted to a tryke and $2,600 of the funds remain. 

“I am blown away by the generosity of the donor,” said Tami Forwood-
Tubell, chapter secretary, “and their wish to empty our Wish List.”
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The Power of PR

Wendy Bond, recipient of the 2018 National Ambuc of the Year Award, 
was having a conversation with a friend at the Ponca City News and 
mentioned in passing her recent trip to National Conference in Reno, 
NV to receive her award. The media friend hadn’t realized it was a 
national award and immediately insisted that it go in the paper. Wendy 
was reluctant but the friend insisted that it was a big deal and that the 
news should be shared.

The article with Wendy’s picture receiving the Ambuc of the Year Award 
ran on the front page of the Ponca City News soon after.  

About three days later, a lady named Cindy called Wendy at work.  
She congratulated Wendy and said she wanted to know more about 
AMBUCS. Being an Ambuc of the Year, Wendy started in on the sales 
pitch trying to recruit her. Cindy said "Actually, I am looking to donate 
some money by the end of the year." Wendy started telling her about 
some projects the chapter could accomplish with a large sum of money. 
Cindy then asked if she knew of any other great organizations in the area. Wendy is affiliated with several amazing nonprofits and aware of others 
and was able to share several names. Cindy asked Wendy to email the chapter’s proof of 501(c)(3) status from the IRS and said she would be in 
touch.  

Six weeks later, Wendy got an odd call from one of her office locations.  The receptionist said, "a lady is here wanting you to sign a receipt."  Wendy 
was confused and asked for clarification. The receptionist said, "she needs to give you a check and have you sign a receipt stating you received 
the check." Cindy traveled to Wendy’s office and handed her a letter. Wendy glanced at the letter quickly and thought it said Cindy was donating 
$75.00. Wendy signed it and thanked Cindy for helping fund a tryke. 

When Cindy handed Wendy the check it was made out for $75,000. “I cried and hugged her and was a complete mess!” said Wendy. “I made her 
cry telling her what we can do with the money and hugged her probably twenty more times.”  

The next day Ponca City Charity Angels AMBUCS had their meeting and Wendy got to shock her chapter with joy just like Cindy had shocked 
her. “I enjoyed the reactions probably as much as Cindy enjoyed mine,” said Wendy. 

Wendy says the moral of the story is visibility is important! Cindy hadn't ever heard of AMBUCS before the article in the paper.

All the other organizations Wendy mentioned also got funding from Cindy. For instance, the special needs baseball league she helped start 
received enough funding to build its baseball fields.

Chapters on a calendar fiscal year 
(December 1 – January 31), please 
remember to file your 990 with the 
IRS before May 15. Most chapters 
are on a June 1 – May 31 fiscal year 
with a 990 due on October 15 each 
year. Submitting your 990 to the 
IRS is one of five AMBUCS chapter 
requirements. If you have questions, 
refer to the Governance section of 
the Chapter Toolkit or reach out to 
ambucs@ambucs.org.
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The Shirt that Keeps on Giving

When Donnie Johns joined AMBUCS in October 2015, he did what most 
folks do; he dipped his toe into the water. He told his sponsor that he 
wanted to be just a member for at least 3 years. He was willing to help 
with this Amtryke thing, but he did not want any responsibilities other 
than just show up and participate in the activities (that someone else 
had planned).

Donnie’s first AMBUCS shirt was a T-shirt, then a golf shirt with the logo 
monogrammed on and, finally, he took some long-sleeved, button-
down shirts he owned and had the logo monogrammed on them. That 
way he could put on a tie and wear the shirts to work.

Since first “dipping his toe into the water” three years ago, Donnie has 
been Owasso AMBUCS’ secretary and president. He is currently serving 
as AMBUCS District 5C Governor.

You have probably heard the story by now. It was a chapter meeting 
day and Donnie was wearing a gray, long-sleeved shirt with the 
monogrammed Owasso AMBUCS logo at work. A customer and friend 
asked him what AMBUCS was. After he explained to him what AMBUCS 
does, showed him a little slide show that his phone made from photos 
taken at an Amtryke presentation, the man left Donnie’s office, and 
said that he would be back shortly. When he came back, he presented 
Donnie with a check made out to Owasso AMBUCS for $10,000. He told 
Donnie that he did not want anyone to know who he was because he 
was doing this because “the Lord has blessed me.” So to this day, he is 
known to the Owasso Chapter of AMBUCS as MR. ANONYMOUS.

That generous donation funded a therapist training session and 
Amtryke giveaway (13 Amtrykes) in Tulsa later that year. Moreover, 
Donnie often shows MR. ANONYMOUS photos of the latest Amtryke 
giveaways.  Sometimes Mr. Anonymous asks if Owasso AMBUCS needs 
more money for unfunded Amtryke applications. Sometimes they do. 
That has led to two additional donations from MR. ANONYMOUS of 
$5,000 each. Now it is the $20,000 shirt!

Donnie encourages fellow members to proudly wear their shirts, lapel 
pins and hats and raise their voices to raise more funds. And it has 

continued to pay off. Owasso AMBUCS has also received donations of 
$2,500, $2,500, $2,500, $3,000, $500, $350, $250 and others. This makes 
dreams come true for families and individuals who are waiting for an 
AMBUCS blessing.

Now you know the rest of the story of the $10,000 shirt…but not all of 
it, because the story is still being written!

Never Stop Asking

In February 2017, NorCal Trykers’ president Gill Williams made a 
presentation to an organization called 100 Men Who Give A Damn of 
Yolo County. Three different charitable organizations presented to 
the group and, at the end of the evening, the 100 Men took a vote 
and the organization that received the most votes received $100 from 
each of the men attending. Gill’s was not the winning presentation 
that evening. But Erik Komula, from the Woodland Professional 
Firefighters Association, was one of the 100 men in the room and he 
was disappointed that NorCal didn’t win.  

The Woodland Firefighters Association puts on a Pancake Breakfast 
each 4th of July and they donate the proceeds from that event each 
year to a charitable organization. They decided that NorCal Trykers 
would be the recipient for 2018. The firemen served more than 1,400 
breakfasts that day and the net proceeds of $6,300 was donated to 
NorCal Trykers in August.  

On February 2, 2019, NorCal Trykers donated six trykes to kids with the 
proceeds from that breakfast. The firefighters attended the giveaway 
and the parents and children were grateful to NorCal Trykers and 
the firefighters for providing mobility to their kids. The smallest child 
receiving a tryke was Andrew, and as soon as he got onto his bike, he 
began capturing hearts by riding like a pro!

Further evidence that persistence pays off: In September 2018, Gill 
presented to the 100 Men again and won. The donation funded seven 
trykes that were given away in November. 

Since its inception in 2017, NorCal has given away 80 trykes to local kids. 
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It’s Spring Round-Up time! What do you say to your friends and neighbors when you invite them to your chapter 
events? Here are some of my thoughts:

AMBUCS will be 100 years old in 2022. We began as American Business Club in Birmingham, Alabama, around the 
same time many other national service clubs were formed. When I joined in the mid-80s, although most people called it 
AMBUCS, we were still offi  cially American Business Clubs. AMBUCS was men only, with some Ladies Auxiliary chapters. In 
the late 80s AMBUCS saw the light and opened full membership to women. My, how things have changed — and so much 
for the better. AMBUCS also changed from a civic service organization – 501(c)(4) – to a national public charity – 501(c)(3). 
Another really good change.  

AMBUCS created the Living Endowment program in 1955 and today the Scholarships for Therapists Permanent Fund 
continues providing scholarships to qualifi ed students pursuing advanced degrees in physical therapy, occupational 
therapy and speech language pathology and hearing audiology. This part of our mission has not changed, and I hope it 
never does.  Many chapters support scholarships for therapists at the local level in addition to the national program. The 
scholarship program helps many more people than just the student receiving it. Over a career, thousands of people will 
benefi t from the skill and abilities of these therapists. Quite an impact when you think about it.  

Most chapters also perform “many forms of community service” as our new mission statement says. Wow, so many 
diff erent projects! No way to list them all. But here is just one - ramps so people in wheelchairs or other limitations can 
get in and out of a home. Then, there is Amtryke. You know what the Amtryke is. You know how you feel when you see 
a new rider on one. Our new relationship with Bicycle Corporation of America (BCA) is the latest step in the journey to 
provide OUR special cycles to the folks who can use them.  Oh, yeah, at no cost to the recipient. But you all know this.  

So, there it is. This is what AMBUCS is and what AMBUCS does. Now, add your “why.” “Why” do you belong to AMBUCS? 
I said it in Reno and I say it whenever I am asked. It’s because it feels good. It just feels good to help someone else with 
no expectation of anything in return — except that good feeling. Your task is to tell your story and get others involved.  

AMBUCS will not survive without members. You and I will not be here forever. Get someone involved with a project. Take 
someone to a chapter meeting with you. Have someone help you build a ramp or assemble an Amtryke. Have someone 
volunteer with you at one of your chapter’s fundraising events. Let them see why you are involved.

I am looking forward to visiting with you, and a new member you inspired to join, at the 
upcoming Region and National conferences.

FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Greetings Fellow AMBUCS

Randy Cloud  
2018-2019 AMBUCS    
National President 
randyc@ambucs.org
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WAY TO GO BIG HATTERS

I am so excited about the Big Hatters! You guys are rocking – I’ve 
been blessed to attend great meetings and many Amtryke Giveaways. 
Please continue to spread the word about AMBUCS and encourage your 
members to get their Big Hats. We want to welcome all our new Big 
Hatters at Region Conferences, National Conference and local events.

• Please make sure you like our facebook page – AMBUCS BIG HAT – 
this is where I post events and congratulations. 

• Please help me by posting your pictures of new Big Hatters or any 
Big Hat event on this page.  

• Additionally, message me, text me (903-235-5611) or email me (cpa@
sydcom.net) of any events you have coming up. Unfortunately, it has 
been tax season and I’ve been working 20-hour days but I will be 
ready to roll out after April 15 and visit more and more of you.

Don’t forget our National 
Big Hat fundraiser for 
the year. Please help sell 
or buy the wonderful 
AMBUCS blanket for a low 
cost of $100 for a 50 x 60 
blanket featuring Amtryke 
giveaways, ramp builds, 
universal playgrounds and 
much more!  

Also sell those raffle tickets – if you need some, please contact me and 
I will get some tickets out to you or your chapter. The raffle tickets 
are just $5 each or 6 for $20. First place wins $2,130 of gift cards, an 
AMBUCS Blanket and an acrylic Big Hat.

EXCITEMENT – 1st place seller (includes blanket money & raffle 
tickets) will win $500 and a special Ambuc bear; 2nd place seller will 
win $300; and 3rd place will win $150. So there is some incentive to 
be the top sales person.

IDEA – I have bought and given many blankets to those who have 
had a loved one pass away or need a boost. Remind them that the 
money for the blanket is going towards Scholarships, Amtrykes and 
Cornerstone. OMG – the great thank you cards I’ve received from 
this idea! So, join me and buy some blankets.

If I can help out your chapter – your membership grow – your Big 
Hatters – or anything, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

EXCITEMENT!!  GROWTH!!  FUN!!

SHOULDERS TOGETHER TO SPREAD THE NEWS ABOUT AMBUCS!!

Your National Big Hat President 

Carmela Davis
2018-2019 National Big Hat President
cpa@sydcom.net 
cell: 903-235-5111
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GIFTS & GRANTS

You’re wrong if only one name comes to mind. The answer is everyone; it’s everyone’s job 
to grow and promote AMBUCS. I’m chuckling because I’m imagining all of the members who have told 
me, “I’m no fundraiser,” and then their expressions when I say matter of factly, “Yes. You are.” 

When meeting members, I love asking about their most memorable AMBUCS moments. I’ve yet to hear 
one story that hasn’t touched me at my core, renewed my sense of purpose and inspired me to be 
more for this organization. Trust me when I say the passion of our members is absolutely infectious, 
and it’s past time we spread it around to others. 

Don’t wait for someone to ask you about AMBUCS in order to share those memorable moments. Walk 
into a room ready to tell your story. Every opportunity is an opportunity to recruit or gain support. You 
may not feel comfortable asking for money, but a mission like ours is ready to sell itself. Put on your 
mouthpiece and talk about it.  

But let’s say you truly just lack the gift of gab. Okay, do this. Finish this magazine and give it to someone 
else. Drop it off in your doctor’s office or with a prospective donor. Follow other AMBUCS chapters on 
social media and share their posts. When you go on a trip to a new location, wear an AMBUCS button 
or shirt. Put a bumper sticker on your car. At the very least, send your chapter stories and pictures to 
angelal@ambucs.org so we can share these moments for you.

Do not miss an opportunity to promote AMBUCS. We owe it to the growth of our individual chapters, 
our organization and to the people we serve. Imagine your own life had someone not taken the 
opportunity to tell you about AMBUCS. Knowing us is a gift in itself. Wake up tomorrow ready to share 
that gift with others.

Jessica Wall 
Director of Development & Programs 
jessicaw@ambucs.org 
1-800-838-1845 x113

Whose job is it to raise money 
for your chapter?
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Altoona
Bryan M Sowers

Bowling Green
Ashley R Bailey
Alexis K Davis
Matthew C Davis
Cameron Lile
Caroline W Millette
Jenna Walker

Central Illinois
Rob D Culp
Trent A Barron

Circle City
Thomas S Gamble
Patrick T Adkins
Harold C Rodgers Jr
Jennifer Rodgers
Tru Morgan

Coachella Valley 
Trykers
Susan M Siffermann
Lauri E Lewis
Karly A Siffermann
Mark A Moreno
Kevin L Hams

Cornbelt
Joshua L. Brantley

Danville
Franklin Bourn
PJ T. Bourn

Edmond
Wanda J Buckelew

Enid
Baylee Goodrich
Chris Ruder
Matt Simunek
Steven Walkingstick

Enid AM
John S Conaway
Angel A Molina
Chris R Tharnish

Enid AM Too
Rebekah N Andrew
Maleia D Dungan

Gateway Tykes
Lyndsey E Patterson

Grand Rapids
Jessica R Trenshaw

Grapevine
Greg T Tackett

Huntsville Tennessee 
Valley
Wallace J Tubell Jr
Rebecca McClary

Hutchinson
Angie R Davenport
Kim Gustafson
Connor Bomgardner
Christina E. Schul

I-80
James J Kluzek

Irving
Chase A Broyles
Jesse Arenas
Alysia L Bailey
Blanca E Collins
John Starkey
Annette Wisecup
Hugo E Alvarez
Anthony C Collins
John DeCarlo
Tammie G Henderson
Gerson I Hernandez
Chuck Holt
Neilson Malone
Sarah T Prater
Faustino Soto

Irving Friends
Noah Lazes

Jacksonville
Steve R Brundage

Lancaster
Max M Hart
Linda Toth
Roberto T Datorre

Lawton
Stace Bohlender
Colt Meyer
Antione Whittman

Lititz
Laura A Gibble
Keith DeWitt
Paula Francis

Longview
Randal S Hamilton

Longview Too
Ann Marie C Ray

Longview
Nick P Bowen
John Grubbs
Shawn E Ingram

Longview Too
Pat Robertson
Jessica Brooke Bradshaw

Maine Trykers
Eileen C Ricci
Elizabeth W Crampsey
Valerie Jones
Kathryn M Loukas
Tara E Paradie

Mid Cities
John C Bay
Pamela A Bay
Kaita Oktsu
Gabrielle R Roberson
Christie A Swan
Jamari E Smith

Mid Cities Friends
Henry Wilson
Julie Evans
Debbie Rusk

Mountain Metro
Karen J Flowers

Music City Trykes
Sarah E Moran
Sarah E. Crouch
Rachel S. Poole
Elizabeth E. Smith
Jaclyn S Strah

Noon Network
Jamie W Pedigo
Amber L Shippy
Christina L Simpson
Cody J Schneck

NorCal Trykers
Sylvia Dilgard
Henriette Bruun
Nallely Alvarado-Garcia
Laurel Hassid

Pekin
Robert D Azbell
Bill Miller
Joellen D Nieman
Diane L Hahn

Ponca City Charity 
Angels
Suzanne L Devinney
Kristi Hambleton
Jennifer L Hurley
Susan L Lund
Mary Beth B Moore

Ponca City Noon
Darrell R James

Rock River Valley
Cheryl R Edwards
Mark A Edwards

Salina
Tory R Bell

Savannah
George Tyson

Southwest
Bobby A Lile
Tyler Rhynehart

Springfield
Daniel S Fornoff
Dylan P Grady
Dhimant C Patel
Nathan R Townsend
Isaac M Anderson
Spencer M Anderson
Gabriel K Broughton
Derek R Hensley

Sullivan
Leighton E Burcham

Woodward Mid-Day
Rose C. Combs

Welcome New Members!
(listed by chapter)



AMBUCS Magazine        22

Memorial contributions are an excellent way to support 

AMBUCS’ three national programs—Scholarships for Therapists, 

AmBility (the AmTryke program) and Cornerstone (Growth and 

Development)—while honoring the memory of a friend, relative 

or acquaintance who has passed away. Contributions are cred-

ited to the donor and toward chapter program giving totals, if 

the donor is an AMBUCS member. For a gift of $25 or more, a 

distinctive memorial letter is sent to the family of the deceased 

advising them of the donation and identifying the donor. All 

contributions to National AMBUCS Inc. are tax-deductible. If you 

wish to make a memorial gift, visit www.ambucs.org, request a 

Memorial Contributions (made through 3/18/2019)

memorial transmittal envelope from your chapter secretary, 

from AMBUCS Resource Center, or simply include the follow-

ing information when sending your check to AMBUCS Resource 

Center: The name of the deceased person you wish to memori-

alize; the name and address of the person you’d like informed 

of your gift as well as their relationship to the deceased; and 

your name, address and chapter. You may also choose to honor 

a living person in the same way. All checks should be made out 

to National AMBUCS; you may choose which national program 

to support by supplying the name in the memo field. If you do 

not specify, the gift will be equally divided between the three. 

In Memory Of In Memory Of

David B. MacDonald
Chadwick Kogelschatz
Paul Briney
Joanne Genther
Lawrence Nuskey
Lawrence Nuskey
Lawrence Nuskey
Richard I. Terpstra
William E. Malcolm
Pam Barker Simmons
Dr. Frank Kampschroeder
Lucy Harper
David True
Bobby Drum
Andrew Tyner
Beatrice Hladik

Wayne Campbell
Patty & David Vannoy
Steve Monroe

Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux

Michelle Seman
Barbara & Richard Firth

Leon & Margaret Ziolkowski
Phil & Betsy Knerr

West Norriton Chapter
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Rocky & Lisa McFarland

Jacksonville Chapter
David & Patty Vannoy
David & Patty Vannoy

Enid Noon Chapter
Enid Noon Chapter

Melinda Claire Campbell
Alison Rowe

LPL Financial

Donor Donor

In Honor Of Donor

KazooValley Chapter
Enid AM Too Chapter
Enid AM Too Chapter

Alan Bedell
Dick Nowlin

David & Patty Vannoy
Alan Bedell

Greg & Jan Ferris
Decatur Lincolnland Chapter

David & Patty Vannoy
Decatur Lincolnland Chapter

Walker Chapter
Philip & Betsy Knerr

David & Patty Vannoy
Greg & Jan Ferris

Irving Chapter

Margurite Bellware
J.D. Sarver
Harvey Olson
Robert “Bob” Zimmerman
Shirley Cloud
Shirley Cloud
Shirley Cloud
Shirley Cloud
Shirley Cloud
Ruth Stephens
Jane M. Farrell
Eugene LeMieux
Edward Coughey
Linda Loudis
Linda Loudis
Robert Hagestad

Bob Zimmerman Greenebucs Chapter

Memorial/Honorarium Bricks in the Donor Courtyard

MEMBERSHIP






