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LEADERSHIP NEWS

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S LETTER
As my year as President of National AMBUCS is ending, I must confess that it
makes me a little sad. I wanted so much to visit your chapter, attend your
fundraisers and giveaways and be present at your Region Conferences.
Why? So, I could meet more Ambucs and hear their stories and see all the
great things you do in your area to change lives.
I want us to have a directory of “How to” have a fundraiser, build a ramp,
participate in a community service project, ﬁnd Amtryke riders and the list
goes on. Newer chapters could learn how to do small fundraisers, give
away two Amtrykes and volunteer locally in their community with other
nonproﬁts. As chapters grow, they could learn how to do larger events
and raise more money from seasoned chapters who have “worked out the
kinks” and were successful.
We need to learn to mentor our newer
chapters longer, partner with them for
events to show them how we have been
successful, but that will have to be on
my next “to do” list as Past National
President. Thank you for all you did
this year in your community. From the
National Oﬃcers down to the local
members, I know it was challenging and
somewhat scary, but thank you for all
you were able to accomplish. You made a
diﬀerence, and that is what counts.
I keep the story on the right on my
bulletin board. It means a lot to me and
might mean something to you also.

Shoulders Together,

Sue Haywood
2020-2021 National President
sueh@ambucs.org
(903) 780-1664

AMBUCS Magazine
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THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING..

ReCycling
“We educate recipient families on our Amtryke
reCycle program from the start, letting them know
we are happy to help their child stay riding as
he or she grows by “sizing up” when needed. We
ask them to “Become the next link in the chain,”
by keeping their child’s Amtryke in good working
condition for the next rider.
Each Amtryke Music City Trykes gives is labeled
with a “Please reCycle” industrial grade decal
sticker. For more info, visit musiccitytrykes.org.”
Ashley Schilling
Music City Trykes Chapter of AMBUCS
Murfreesboro, TN

“This young man received an Amtryke from a
roadshow years ago that was never really the right
ﬁt. He turned it in and even though he was outside
of our service age when we started, we received
this reCycle that ﬁt him perfectly! He and his dad
joined us a the Bike Me! Fun Ride and he was able
to ride about 5 miles with his dad jogging along the
way.”
Cassidy Sanchez
Western Wisconsin Wheels Chapter of AMBUCS
La Crosse, WI

“We had many old trykes in our
chapter’s garage. Thanks to
reCycling them, we were able to
giveaway 23 Amtrykes during the
lost year of the pandemic.
Lockdown boredom also forced
me to sift through the Amtrykes
in my garage that were gathering
dust, spider webs, and harboring
wasp nests.
Using steel wool with WD-40
on rust, a brush with Armor All
on rubber and plastic parts and
scavenging parts from donor
Amtrykes, I was able to bring
seven Amtrykes back to life.”
Steve Rogers
Longview Chapter of AMBUCS
Longview, TX

“We’ve had several reCycle
opportunities and they are
appreciated just as much as the
brand new trykes.”
Cassidy Sanchez
Western Wisconsin Wheels Chapter
of AMBUCS
La Crosse, WI

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

REGISTER FOR CONFERENCE:
https://ambucs.regfox.com/2021-ambucs-national-conference
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION/ROOM RESERVATIONS: Wednesday, August 11!

Show up a few days early and stay a
few days late to enjoy all that
Louisville has to offer!
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Information
Louisville’s Only Waterfront Hotel™
The Galt House® Hotel is Louisville’s Only Waterfront Hotel™ and has 1,310
guest rooms, suites, and residences, plus 130,000 square-feet of ﬂexible
convention space. The oﬃcial hotel of Churchill Downs Racetrack and the
Kentucky Derby, the Galt House Hotel is the best place to ﬁnd a unique and
authentic experience in the city. Sip some bourbon while taking in the spectacular views of the Ohio River.

Galt House Hotel
140 N Fourth St. · Louisville, KY · 40202
www.galthouse.com/residences
(502) 589-5200
Group Code: 082320AMBUCS
Room Rates:
West Tower Deluxe Guest Rooms - $139 (2 Queens)
East Tower Exec. Suites - $159 (2 Queens or 1 King)
Room Rate Dates: August 23rd - 30th
(Includes three days before & after conference.)

General Housekeeping
COVID GUIDELINES: In the interest of your own safety and that of others…
•

•
•

Please bring a mask. Disposable masks will be available. Masks are not currently required by the
Galt House Hotel or in surrounding restaurants, etc., but masks must be worn by any person
riding on planes, trains, buses or other forms of public transportation including our Belle of
Louisville Riverboat Cruise. Masks must be worn when boarding and may be removed when
eating or drinking. Keep in mind, certain businesses and venues outside the hotel may require
masks, so it’s best to have one with you at all times.
Be respectful of conference attendees who, for health or personal reasons, prefer to wear a mask
at all times and/or socially distance.
If you have not yet received an FDA approved COVID vaccine, consider doing so before traveling
to Louisville. We plan to specially identify those who have been vaccinated.

AMTRYKE GIVEAWAY: We will not be having a large Amtryke Giveaway at this year’s conference due to
health and safety concerns, budgetary and time constraints, and limited inventory. We hope to present a
handful of Amtrykes to select recipients in the Louisville area.
TRANSPORTATION: Uber and Lyft are available in the area, but if you have a larger group that
needs transportation to and from the airport or elsewhere, you may contact: Miller Transportation
(millertransportation.com, 800-544-2383 or 502-368-5644), Xtreme Transportation (xtremetransportation.
com, 502-795-3525), or Pegasus Transportation (pegasustransportation.com, 502-212-5500).
PARKING: Self-parking is available for all National Conference attendees in covered garage attached to
the hotel, at a discounted rate of $15/day. Please note that valet parking is not discounted ($32/day).
MOBILITY NEEDS/SCOOTERS: Most of our events/meetings will be held in the Galt House’s West Tower.
If you have mobility concerns, consider booking a guest room in the West Tower near the elevator. We
will provide limited shuttle service to the Belle of Louisville Riverboat Cruise of you are unable to make
the short walk. Need a personal scooter to use during National Conference? Contact Gould’s Discount
Medical in Louisville (gouldsdiscountmedical.com, 502-491-2000).
AMBUCS Magazine
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Schedule of Events
Wednesday, August 25
8:00 am – 8:30 am
Breakfast for National AMBUCS Board of Directors
8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Friday, August 27
8:30 – 9:45 am
Regional Caucuses

National AMBUCS Board of Directors Meeting
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
Lunch on your own for National AMBUCS Board of
Directors and Amtryke Advisory Board

10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Foundation Program (Open to all attendees)
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Special William L. White and Amtryke
Ambassadors Luncheon

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
OPEN: Conference Check-in and Packet Pickup
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Amtryke Advisory Board Meeting
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
First Timers Meeting (If it’s your ﬁrst time at our National
Conference in person, come join us!)
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
National Big Hat Club Executive Committee Meeting

*For individuals or chapters who have supported the
permanent fund. Chapters should be represented by
Chapter President or designee only.

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm
Lunch for General Attendees
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm
Educational Sessions

Opening Event! (Open to all attendees.)

7:00 pm – Until (Selected during registration)
• *Ticketed Event* National Big Hat Club
Dinner & Auction! Featuring the Ladies For
Liberty, an Andrews Sisters style of music
singing troupe.
• Dinner on Your Own

*Black Hatters, National Big Hat Oﬃcers & Region Big Hat
Chairs Only

5:15 pm – 6:15 pm
Buﬀet Dinner at Galt House Hotel

6:30 pm – 7:00 pm
BOARDING CALL: Board the Belle of Louisville Riverboat
for the riverboat cruise
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Riverboat Cruise on the Belle of Louisville

Thursday, August 26

7:30 am – 8:30 am
National Big Hat Club Business Meeting
9:00 am – 11:30 am
General Business Session
(Will include an important Amtryke Update)
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Lunch on Your Own
1:00 pm – Until (Selected during registration)
• Louisville Ramp Build
•
*Ticketed Event* Golf Outing at Fuzzy Zoeller’s
Champions’ Point Golf Club – 18 holes w/range
balls & box lunch. Cash bar & beverage cart.
Transportation not included; we hope to carpool.
• Free Afternoon/Evening
7:00 pm – Until
Past National Presidents’ Dinner w/Cash Bar
*PNP’s and Spouses/Guests Only*

3:15 pm – 4:45 pm
Educational Sessions
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm
Awards Program (Merit Awards)

Saturday, August 28
7:30 am – 9:00 am
16th Annual Trek 4 Trykes Walk-A-Thon
9:30 am – 11:30 am
General Business Session
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Lunch on your own
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Educational Sessions
2:45 pm – 4:15 pm
Educational Sessions
6:00 pm – 6:50 pm
National President-Elect’s Reception with Cash
Bar
7:00 pm – 10:00 pm
National President’s Dinner with Cash Bar
(Achievement Awards and Oﬃcer Installation, open
to all attendees)

Thank you!
See everyone next year!

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Educational Sessions
“Dollars for Scholars!” –Ensure that your chapter’s “Protecting the Piggy Bank” – As members of
scholarship eﬀorts – both local and national – are
eﬀective and eﬃcient.

“From Phobia to Friend” – One silver lining of the

COVID experience has been that more chapters are
making friends with technology. Learn how you can
use Zoom, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, PayPal,
Venmo and more!

“Not the Only Game in Town” – AMBUCS is so

much more than just the Amtryke program.
Explore ideas for rounding out the mission
with accessibility ramps, universal playgrounds,
scholarships, challenger/miracle leagues and more.

“What’s the Score? Tracking Chapter Activities

with iMIS” – Come learn and share ideas for our
soon-to-be introduced, new and improved Chapter
Scorecard and membership database.

“Tinkering with Trykes” – Learn the “tricks of the
trade” for assembling, repairing and recycling
Amtrykes. Review necessary tryke adjustments
and adaptations and learn how to coordinate a
successful Amtryke recycling program.

“Special Thanks to Our Sponsors” – Our panel

members will share how they’ve to secured
sponsorships from local businesses and regional/
national corporations to help fuel the AMBUCS
mission.

a nonproﬁt charitable organization, we have a
ﬁduciary responsibility to manage funds wisely
and spend them for the intended purpose. We’ll
explore best practices and safeguards chapters can
implement to ensure this happens.

“Show Me the Money!” – Where and how do we
ﬁnd the funds to support the AMBUCS mission?
Grant writing, fundraising and more!

“Happy 100th!” – We’re planning and big party

next year, and we need your help! Come share
ideas for celebrating our organization’s 100th
AMBUCS history buﬀs are strongly encouraged to
attend.

“Grow as We Go” – Learn how to start new

chapters and expand the “footprint of AMBUCS,”
from Road Show Captains, Spark Plugs and more!

“Moving Up the Ladder” – Have you considered

serving in an AMBUCS leadership position at the
chapter, district, region, or national level? Maybe
you’ve served in one or more positions, but you
feel called to do more? If either of these things are
true, this is your session.

“We’re Here for You, Shoulders Together.” - Come
join our National Oﬃcers to brainstorm productive
solutions for these challenging times to help us
better serve you in accomplishing our mission of
inspiring mobility and independence.

Additional Conference Info
Additional National Conference details such as meals, menus, local Louisville
attractions and hotel info may be found on our website at:
https://ambucs.org/members/ambucs-national-conference/
Register for Conference Here:
https://ambucs.regfox.com/2021-ambucs-national-conference
Deadline for Conference Registration/Room Reservations:
Wednesday, August 11
AMBUCS Magazine
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Member Spotlight:

In the small town of Sullivan, Illinois, three
generations of the Bales family, led by “Big Jim”
Bales, provide a remarkable service for the local
AMBUCS chapter by building outdoor home ramps
that allow (disabled) residents to retain their
independence and mobility.

hammered, “Big Jim” and his fellow volunteers have
plenty to do in measuring the designated space,
designing the ramp and estimating the costs of
materials.
The actual construction of a custom-built ramp
takes one or two days, with Big Jim leading a team
of about 15 active “ramp builders.” Depending
on the situation, the materials are paid for by the
recipient, through
donations or with
Chapter funds. But
the labor is always
free.

“Big Jim” is a Life AMBUCS member with 45 years
of service and the honors that come with such a
long record. He has
been named the
chapter’s “Ambuc
of the Year” four
times, has served
as president, has
The team builds
been a project
about 20 ramps
manager on ﬁve
a year. If in time
occasions, has been
a ramp is no
a District Governor,
longer needed,
a Big Hat member
they remove it
and twice has been
and the wood is
a Round Up Trail
reused in another
Boss twice. His
ramp, enhancing
son, Scott, was
sustainability, and
chapter president
Three Generations of Bales (L to R) Jim, Brock and Scott
reducing expenses.
in 2020 and is also a
In 2016, Bales organized members of the Sullivan
Big Hat member, while grandson Brock became a
AMBUCS chapter to build a “Handicap Accessible”
member last year in 2020.
ﬁshing pier for the local U.S. Army Corp of
A longtime Sullivan area resident, Bales was a High
Engineers at nearby Wood Lake. The pier allows a
School teacher, owned “Big Jim’s” Pizza, was active
person in a wheelchair to ﬁsh 40 feet oﬀshore and
in a radio broadcasting station and was owner of
10 feet above the water on a covered and lighted
a construction company. These days, however,
platform. This award-winning project was honored
“Big Jim,” his family members and other AMBUCS
by the State of Illinois and the national Army Corp
chapter members spent countless hours building
of Engineers.
home ramps for residents of this central Illinois
Every ramp in and around Sullivan proudly bears a
town and the surrounding area.
small metal sign that says: “Inspiring Mobility and
The wooden ramps are built as needed in response Independence” and “Built by Sullivan Chapter of
to requests to the local AMBUCS chapter, which
AMBUCS.” But most everyone in this town of 4,440
has about 50 members. Before the ﬁrst nail is
knows it also means “Built by Bales.”
10
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Carter Ramp Crew

Mitchell Ramp

Fishing Pier Wood Lake

Bethany Ramp Crew

Parks Ramp Crew

Parks Family

AMBUCS Magazine
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THERAPISTS

National Scholarship Program Breaks Decades-Old Record
The Scholarships for Therapists program broke a record this year for the amount of
scholarships funds given to future therapists - $213,225! The previous record, set in 1984,
was $211,510. Thank you to all who donated and supported the Scholarships for Therapists
Program this year - it was a huge success because of you.
Let’s also give a big a round of applause this year’s Scholarship Committee (pictured below) for
the time and hard work they devoted to the Scholarship Program. Their interest and willingness
to serve on the Scholarships for Therapists Committee proves their dedication to educating our
future therapists across the nation. Also pictured is Sue Haywood, AMBUCS National President
who hopped into one of their meetings to personally oﬀer her thanks for their service.

Top Row, L to R: Scholars Committee Chair Sheila Davis, Indian Valley Chapter, Telford, PA; Jessica Wall, National AMBUCS COO; Tami Tubell,
Huntsville Tennessee Valley Chapter, Harvest, AL. Middle Row: Rachel McAuley, former AMBUCS Mktg & Mem. Spec.; Vickie Tangeman, Noon Network
Chapter, Salina KS; Amanda Storer, Tyler Area Chapter, Tyler, TX. Bottom Row: National President, Sue Haywood, Longview Too Chapter, Longview, TX.

12
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THERAPISTS
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MEMBERSHIP

Spring Round Up
During this membership drive, held the
months of March and April, members
invited their friends and neighbors to their
chapter’s mission-driven events. Each chapter
must achieve a net gain of at least ﬁve new
members to become a Cowpoke Chapter.
Members that earn a Lasso Pin recruit three
new members during Spring Round-Up.

Congratulations to the 2021Cowpoke Recognition Chapters!

Cowpoke Chapter

New Members

Cowpoke President

Springﬁeld, IL

10

Susie Jackson

Ponca City Charity Angels, OK

9

Ginny Durham

Mountain Metro, Lawton, OK

7

Priscilla Sacks

Cowboy Country, Stillwater, OK

6

Rocky Taylor

Longview Too, TX

8

Chris Stowe

Congratulations Lasso Winners!
Aimee Carter, Mountain Metro, OK – 1 Lasso, recruited 5 members
Wendy Bond, Ponca City Charity Angels, OK – 1 Lasso, recruited 4 members
Misty Jordan, Ponca City Charity Angels, OK – 1 Lasso, recruited 3 members
Scott Loftus, Springﬁeld, IL – 1 Lasso, recruited 3 members
Sean Hill, Enid AM, OK – 1 Lasso, recruited 3 members
Pat Andrews-Gann, Cowboy Country, OK – 1 Lasso, recruited 3 members
Tam Boatler, Southwest, TX – 1 Lasso, recruited 3 members
Marlinda Sims, Longview Too, TX – 1 Lasso, recruited 3 members
AMBUCS Magazine
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LEADERSHIP NEWS

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Celebrating 100 years of inspiring mobility and independence and building
the foundation for 100 more!
From your National AMBUCS CEO and National President…
We are excited to announce that longtime beloved Ambuc, Dr. Fred Sammons of the United and Kazoo Valley
AMBUCS Chapters, recently made a generous gift of $200,000 to National AMBUCS! This gift will serve as the catalyst
for the Mission in Motion Capital Campaign, as we roll forward…out of our COVID-related challenges and into our
organization’s 100th year in 2022!
The National AMBUCS Board of Directors has also unanimously approved matching Fred’s gift by allocating
$200,000 from Board Designated/Temporarily Restricted assets in the National AMBUCS Permanent Fund (formerly
known as the Living Endowment).
It is important to point out there are two primary components of our Permanent Fund:
•

The ﬁrst and largest portion of the fund is made up of permanently restricted gifts to our William L. White,
Named Scholarship, Amtryke Ambassadors, and Cornerstone Chapter Founding and Advocate funds. These
gifts truly “keep on giving” and are held in the Permanent Fund in perpetuity. A portion of the investment
income from these gifts is allocated each year to fund initiatives such as our Scholarships for Therapists
Program and the National Amtryke Wish List. Currently, the policy established by the Board dictates that
4% of the value of the Permanent Fund, based on a 3-year rolling average, is allocated each year for these
programs. These funds will not and cannot be used for the capital campaign.

•

The second, smaller component of the Permanent Fund is made up of temporarily restricted/Board
designated assets that came from surplus operations income in prior years, which the National AMBUCS
Board of Directors elected to place in the Permanent Fund to earn investment income. These funds can be
withdrawn from the Permanent Fund and reallocated with approval of the Board. The $200,000, matching
allocation for the capital campaign will come from these temporarily restricted/Board designated funds
only.

If you imagine the Mission in Motion Capital Campaign as an Amtryke, that means two of the three wheels are
fully funded at $200,000 each, for a total of $400,000. So…what about the third wheel? Well, we’ve got a little work
to do. We have reached out to our full AMBUCS membership and beyond asking for help in raising a third $200,000
“match,” to reach our total capital campaign goal of $600,000.
Reaching this goal will provide a foundation to ensure we not only survive the diﬃcult challenges of this past year,
but build the foundation to thrive for another 100 years…and more!
The funds will be used to help fund the following strategic initiatives:
Phase 1 – Replenishment of Amtryke Inventory and Revenue:
Funds will be used to oﬀset a portion of Amtryke revenue lost this past year due to COVID and allow us to purchase
Amtrykes and accessories to meet the needs of our volunteer chapters and continue our mission of inspiring
mobility and independence. While the lingering global bicycle parts shortage may impact our ability to replace
inventory in a timely manner, having the necessary cash assets will allow us to purchase sooner and “move up in
line.”
Phase 2 – Creation of the Fred Sammons Amtryke Training and Research Academy:
As unanimously approved by the National AMBUCS Board of Directors, the academy will be established in honor of

16
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Fred’s achievements, accomplishments, and selﬂess service to Occupational
Therapy, National AMBUCS and our Amtryke Program.
Very few of you need an introduction to this renowned Ambuc, inventor,
entrepreneur and philanthropist with the ever-present smile, but here are
just a few things you may not know about Fred Sammons:
Fred grew up in Wattsburg, Pennsylvania and attended California State
Teachers College – which surprisingly, was not in the state of California
but in the small borough of California, Pennsylvania – and is now known
as California University of Pennsylvania. Upon graduating with a degree
in Industrial Arts, he moved to a small town in West Virginia to teach
mechanical drawing to high school students.
After serving in the Korean War, Fred attended Richmond Professional
Institute which is now called Virginia Commonwealth University on the GI
Bill and received his certiﬁcate in Occupational Therapy.
His ﬁrst job in the ﬁeld was with the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, where he would become Chief Director of
Occupational Therapy in 1957.
In 1960, Fred joined the staﬀ of the amputee clinic at Northwestern University, where he began to design and build
devices to assist amputees with everyday activities. Fred recently shared, “During that time, I would go home and
dream up gadgets to help my amputee patients. I’d put rough prototypes together, try them with patients, and then
tinker to make them better.”
With the demand for his inventions growing, Fred decided in 1965 to devote all his time to creating, manufacturing,
and distributing his assistive devices. He started his own company, initially called Button King Enterprises, after
one of his devices. This later became Sammons, Inc. and quickly grew into a multi-million-dollar business. The
company has evolved over the years and is now called Performance Health and is the largest global manufacturer
of rehabilitation products.
In 1983, Fred was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by the Western Michigan University Department of Occupational
Therapy. More recently, he was named as one of “Top 100 Inﬂuential People of Occupational Therapy” by the
American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) in celebration of Occupational Therapy’s 100th Anniversary.
In his retirement, Fred has been a devoted member of AMBUCS and our Amtryke Advisory Board. Of that
experience, he enthusiastically says, “I just fell in love with AMBUCS and ate it up. It’s so fun!” His ingenuity and
creativity have been instrumental in the design of countless Amtykes and accessories. Fred currently lives in
Kalamazoo, Michigan with his beloved Barbara Rider, also a retired Occupational Therapist.
With the establishment of the academy, our current AMBUCS Resource Center warehouse will be converted to a
state-of-the-art training and research facility, and in honor of Fred’s love of gadgets, will be aﬀectionately nicknamed
“Fred’s Gadget Garage.” Occupational and physical therapists from across the nation will receive in-person and
virtual training on the proper evaluation and ﬁtting of “adaptive trykes for amazing people,” as our Amtryke tagline
says.
Phase 3 – Reconﬁgure staﬃng for the ARC (AMBUCS Resource Center) by eliminating a current position to
enable the addition of a licensed OT or PT to our ARC team:
A Master’s or Doctoral level occupational or physical therapist will be hired to lead the academy as Director of
Amtryke Training and Research. Keep your eyes open for the complete announcement about this new position by
July 15, 2021. The posting of the position will initially be limited to candidates in our AMBUCS membership, due to
the necessary familiarity with our Amtryke line-up.
Please watch for more exciting news in the coming days and learn how you can help us reach our “Mission in
Motion” Capital Campaign goal!
Shoulders Together,

Jay Laurens, CEO, National AMBUCS

Sue Haywood, President, National AMBUCS
AMBUCS Magazine
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN GIVING LEVELS
TOTAL GOAL: $600,000
In honor of our upcoming 100th anniversary, all donors to our
capital campaign are oﬃcial members of the Century Society,
and all giving levels are designated in multiples of $100. Each
donor’s speciﬁc gift amount will be posted on our website.
Campaign donors will also be recognized on a permanent
display at the AMBUCS Resource Center.

CENTURY SOCIETY

In a nod to our founder’s creativity, the giving category names
were selected from among the many names considered by
William L. White. A little known historical “ambit”…
In his memoir, William L. White listed a total of 148 names he
considered for the national service organization he would soon
establish. After almost 3 years of brainstorming, he landed on
The American Business Club, which would later become National
AMBUCS. Among the more entertaining names he considered
but didn’t choose? Do or Die Club, On Time Bunch, Whippoorwill
Club, Backup Club, Da-Da Club, Helptolex, Forrestolox, Rah-Rah
Club and Clanko Club. If that last one had been adopted, our
members might be called Clankos, and we could be giving away
Clanko Trykes? Somehow, that doesn’t sound like a very dependable mode of transportation.
Even more interesting was the 46th name on the list, Men and Women Business Club, which – as documented
by our founder’s meticulous notes - was considered on July 21, 1920 at 5:30 PM. That’s right, even in 1920, it
seems this progressive leader planted the seed for our organization to someday become
co-ed and reach its full potential.

Capital Campaign Tracker
If Mission In Motion Capital Campaign is seen as an
Amtryke... two of the three wheels are fully funded
at $200,000 each, for a total of $400,000, thanks
to the generosity of Dr. Fred Sammons and the
commitment of the National Board of Directors.
So…what about the third wheel? That’s where we
need you, our devoted membership, to help us
reach our goal of $600,000. (When this issue went to
print we had raised $15,000 thanks to the generosity of
our membership.)
Help move our Amtryke to the ﬁnish line! We will
use the graphic to the left to monitor our campaign
progress on our website, providing regular updates
as the tryke moves closer to our goal!

For information on how to give and follow the tracker on our website, visit
https://ambucs.org/missioninmotion/mission-in-motion-capital-campaign
18
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Chapter Highlights
Skating to Success in Owasso
In northeastern Oklahoma, the Owasso Ambucs came back from a challenging year with a fun and engaging
event at the local skating rink.
“We literally kept our mission rolling with an ‘80s Skate Night fundraiser,” said chapter president Melissa Lay.
“We’ve been meeting and giving away Amtrykes at the local skating rink, so we decided we would have a
fundraiser there.”
The April 12 event at Wheels and Thrills skating rink in the suburb of Tulsa raised $1,100 for the local chapter
and inspired some attendees to dress up in “some rad-looking outﬁts,” she said.
The COVID pandemic “brought many unexpected challenges and changes throughout our organization and
the lives of our members and community,” she said. “While many of us found ourselves not being able to do
the things we enjoy, being part of Ambucs gave us purpose.”
When it became possible to again hold events, the chapter joined with Wheels and Thrills to host the evening
of roller-skating fun. “We are so happy to see things start opening up,” Lay said, “and are looking forward to
this becoming an annual event.”
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RECIPIENT SPOTLIGHT

Recipient Spotlight:

I am Trent Thompson, Chairman of the Amtryke
Committee for the Springﬁeld, Illinois Chapter of
AMBUCS and for more than two years, I have seen
nearly every possible conﬁguration of Amtryke. We have
run the gamut of available models, sizes, accessories,
and adjustments. Yet, there is always something new.
And a recent “new” request broke fresh ground when
it came to the challenge it presented in research,
conﬁguration, installation, and troubleshooting. And
it came from none other than our Chapter President
Susie Jackson on behalf of her sister-in-law, Becky
Russell. No pressure there! But we did it and brought
happiness and excitement to yet another Amtryke
recipient.
The request was for a TP-3000, our slick Tadpole
recumbent Amtryke. But Jackson also asked for an
Amtryke with an electric pedal assist kit. And that’s
where the research came in. Electric assistance is
the “new thing” in cycling and nearly every major
manufacturer of bicycles and trikes oﬀer electric assist
options to consumers. In addition, other manufacturers
oﬀer aftermarket kits that can be installed on most any
bicycle or trike.
After analyzing rider capability and needs, the type
of riding to be done, user reviews and cost, we ﬁnally
determined that a mid-drive system kit would work
best, as opposed to a rear-drive system.
We then turned to one of our local bike shops,
WheelFast Bicycle Company (wheelfast.com) of nearby
Chatham, Illinois, for technical support in pulling the
bottom bracket, cranks, and chain-rings from the
Amtryke and installing the bottom bracket mounted
motor, chain-ring, and cranks for our electric assist kit.
bracket mounted motor, chain-ring, and cranks for our
electric assist kit.
WheelFast also helped with changing out the brakes
as our electric assist kit came with its own brake levers
and included electric sensor capability. Then came the
challenge of connecting and routing nearly 16 feet of
cables to properly connect the battery and motor, the
speed sensor, the gear sensor, the throttle, and the
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brake sensors while also following the contour of the
Amtryke frame. But we did it!
Another challenge was ﬁguring out where to put
the 10-pound lug of a battery. In came our gurus of
fabrication, club members Chris Oury and Dave Novak,
who studied the task at hand and then called the next
day and said, “Done”! They created a slick aluminum
brace with mounting brackets. And like that, the battery
pack was securely mounted.
The maiden test ride went smoothly until the motor quit
running. Then the troubleshooting began. Battery dead?
Nope. Power switch on? Check. We found the problem
in all that cabling and ﬁxed a connection that had come
loose during the test ride.
It was a pleasure to give the Amtryke to Susie Jackson’s
sister-in-law Becky Russell. She and her husband, Steve,
are on a mission to ride bike paths in every state, at
least 20 miles each ride, and her new Amtryke with
an electric assist motor provides the assist she needs
to overcome her physical challenges and be able to
accomplish each ride with her husband.
“We truly appreciate the team from Springﬁeld with
a special call out to Trenton for the hours of research
and build, the team for crafting the battery mounting
bracket, WheelFast Bike Company for assembly
assistance, and Susie for putting me in touch with such
an awesome organization,” Steve said.
Added Susie Jackson: “The pedal assist motor on Becky’s
new Tadpole will enable her to ride miles with her
husband, Steve. Expanding their opportunities to travel
and explore more trails is simply amazing.”
And as I ﬁnished writing this story, I heard from Steve
again. “She is really getting the hang of this,” he said.
“She did a 100-foot climb in less than a quarter -mile
with little eﬀort on her part. First time she was able to
attack this hill.”
If you would like more information about our project,
feel free to send us an email at amtrykes@gmail.com.
Shoulders Together!
Trenton Thompson, Amtryke Committee Chair
Springﬁeld, IL Chapter of AMBUCS

RECIPIENT SPOTLIGHT

Wheel Fast Bicycle Co. crew w/ ﬁnished product (L to R) Jeremy
Eisenhauer, Matt Saner (owner), Jason Kukla.

Bottom bracket mounted electric assist motor with single front
chain-ring, mounted on our TP-3000 (Tadpole) Amtryke.

Jason Kukla adjusting the brakes and new electric braking sensor.

Steve and Becky Russell on one of their maiden rides.

Battery Pack securely attached behind seat of TP-3000 Amtryke

Becky Russell enjoying the ride with assistance from the electric
assist motor we installed on her TP-3000 Amtryke.

Ride on Becky, ride on!
AMBUCS Magazine
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Amarillo Palo Duro AMBUCS Keep Their Community Rolling
The Amarillo Palo Duro Chapter of AMBUCS in Texas was forced to cancel its annual fundraising events in
2020 because of the COVID pandemic, but that did not stop or even slow its mission to provide Amtrykes and
scholarships to future therapists.
Although the annual Pancake and Sausage Feast in October had to be put on hold the disruption caused by the
virus actually increased awareness of the chapter’s much-needed missions among its own members and local
residents as it continued to provide Amtrykes to students and veterans throughout the pandemic.
Since the beginning of 2020, the Amarillo Palo Duro chapter has given away 12 Amtrykes and has four more orders
in the works. This includes repurposing several Amtrykes from the chapter’s storage trailer and other trykes that
were returned after their owners outgrew them.
One of the recipients is Michael May, the ﬁrst U.S. military veteran to
receive an Amtryke from the chapter. May is from Happy, Texas, a
small, rural farming community near Amarillo. After losing his right leg
to amputation two years ago, May wasn’t mobile enough to exercise
outside of his wheel chair. As his farmer friends came and went from
the local grain elevator, May could only watch from the windows of
his home. He now rides his Amtryke down to the elevator and visits
them each morning. The emotional and physical beneﬁts May gets
from his Amtryke are almost unimaginable. May says the tryke has
made a big diﬀerence in his ability to do more activities. He expressed
a big “THANK YOU” to AMBUCS for the freedom and enjoyment he gets
from putting on his prosthetic leg and riding. More local veterans are
now being evaluated for Amtrykes in cooperation with the Veterans
Administration.

Michael May

Matthew Hart
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Another recipient is Matthew Hart, a ﬁfth grader at Western Plateau
Elementary School in Amarillo. He is a lively, happy, outgoing, young
man with a zest for life. Hart suﬀered a brain injury when he was
four months old and was never expected to walk but has exceeded
all expectations and continues to do so. AMBUCS chapter member
Diane Seitz said she has never seen anyone as excited as Hart when he
received his Amtryke. “He entertained us all, as well as the whole 30th
ﬂoor of employees of the First Bank of Southwest building, where we
meet for our luncheon meetings two times a month,” she said. “At that
meeting, we were honored to have in attendance our Regional Director,
Billy Hagenbucher, and his wife, Brenda.”
There is a story to tell and a memory to cherish with each recipient
of an Amtryke. They all resonate in the hearts and minds of chapter
members in diﬀerent ways. “This is why we do what we do for our
community,” Seitz said. “There are too many stories to tell but we
wanted to share the special experiences of just two of our recipients
who received trykes during the COVID-19 crisis. Our mission of inspiring
mobility and independence is in our hearts each day whether we are
giving away an Amtryke in front of a stadium full of spectators, in
an open parking lot or at our weekly meetings. It’s all about making
someone happy, feeling more useful and making them more mobile
and accepted by their peers. It makes the world a happier place to be
for them and for us.”

CHAPTER NEWS
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CHAPTER NEWS

Two Ponca City AMBUCS
Chapters Go All Out for
Visibility Event
A random, amusing post on Facebook in the
middle of the COVID pandemic led to not one but
two successful and fun events by the Ponca City
Charity Angels and the Ponca City Noon Chapters
of AMBUCS.
Chapter members noticed a photograph on the
social media site that showed some women
wearing inﬂatable costumes and holding wine
glasses as they stood along a street and waved to
passing motorists.
“We started laughing about how fun that would be
and one by one many of us purchased costumes
without really havening any idea of when and
why we would wear them,” said Donna Hingtgen,
chapter treasurer and AMBUCS Great Plains Region
Director. “We just knew we needed something fun
to do during these crazy times.”
When chapter members starting planning their
annual visibility event, “the light bulb went oﬀ,” she
said. “We decided to wear our costumes and walk
up 14th Street on a Saturday.”
They promoted the walk on Facebook and local
radio stations. “It was a huge hit,” Hingtgen said. “It
was a fun walk together and people honked and
took photos.” The local newspaper took notice,
interviewed Hingtgen that evening and ran a frontpage article in the next edition about the local
chapter and what AMBUCS does.
The costumes were such a success, the AMBUCS
members decided to use them again – this time
to raise money. They called it the Charity Angels
Trek 4 Trykes fundraiser and staged it at Ambuc
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Park, a city park on Lake Ponca in Ponca City with
playground equipment, a walking trail and a new
pavilion – all provided by local AMBUCS chapters.
“On Tuesday evening, May 4th, we walked
around the park on the new walking trail wearing
our costumes,” Hingtgen said. “We challenged
every member to get at least $100 in pledges or
donations. The Ponca City Noon AMBUCS Chapter
joined us as their visibility event and gave out free
hot dogs. It was a great evening and so far we
have collected over $4,500 that we will use to fund
Amtrykes. We also recruited two new members for
the Ponca City Charity Angels Chapter during the
event!
“It was a great day to be an Ambuc,” she said. “Yes,
we raised enough money to fund more Amtrykes,
but I think just as important was getting the
members together to laugh and have fun! We all
needed this after the crazy year we have all had!”

CHAPTER NEWS

“Love” Brings Two Chapters
Together for a Ramp Build

FundraisING
IDEAS

Only three steps separated the front porch from
the sidewalk of June Allm’s home in Lawton,
Oklahoma, but as she grew older, those three steps
became harder and harder to negotiate.
Allm’s close friend, Anita Love, ramp chair of the
Mountain Metro Chapter of AMBUCS in Lawton,
could see what a struggle it was for an 84-year-old
woman with a bad hip to use the steps.
“After watching her suﬀer for years, I asked if a
ramp would help and she said, yes, it would,” Love
said. “The project went forward from there.”

BIKE-O: Bingo with a twist

Bluegrass Chapter of AMBUCS, Lexington, KY
•
•
•

Set a minimum donation amount per BIKE-O card.
Fundraise for any AMBUCS Program of your choice.
Have fun and play “Bike-O” - Bingo, but for bikes!

Love and a friend took pictures and made
measurements. Another friend of Love’s, Keith
Simmons, a general contractor, worked up a design
for a 23-foot ramp, compiled a materials list and
provided a cost estimate, which the chapter’s board
approved.
Love and eight volunteers, including members
of both the Mountain Metro and Great Plains
AMBUCS Chapters, gathered at the Allm home and
began work at 11 a.m. after letting the day warm
up a bit. By 8 p.m., they were ﬁnished.
The ramp “has made such a big diﬀerence,” said
Allm, who shares the home with her adult son.
“Since the ramp was installed, we do not have to
carry groceries up the steps. We put them on the
platform adjacent to the front door. Then we can
just pick them up there to carry into the house. We
appreciate it so much and can’t thank everyone
enough.”
For Love and her team of volunteers, the reward
was more than worth the time and eﬀort. “When
you watch an elderly friend have diﬃculties and
know that you can help, it gives a person the
greatest satisfaction,” she said.

Forge Interesting Partnerships
I-80 Chapter of AMBUCS, Seneca, IL

Find ways to partner with interesting businesses and
organizations. For example, the I-80 partnered with JRR
Race Team Shop, a local race team which gave the
chapter exposure to a local speedway full of people!
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MEMBERSHIP

2/10/21 to 7/14/21 listed by chapter

Abilene Big Country
Kacie Fisher

Altoona

David Applas

Amarillo Palo Duro
Vicky Nabors

Charm City Trykers
MaryEllen Davis
Melissa Greenbaum
Scott Greenbaum
Julie Miller
Katherine Millet

Conshohocken
Robert Moore

Enid AM Too

Victoria Lamoreaux
Robin Unruh

Grapevine

Jessica Maranchello

Great Plains
Karl Hanza
Dale Keesee
Daniel Kite

Greenebucs

Carmen Gustsfson
Greg Gusyafson

Hutchinson

Rhonda Trimble

Longview

Michael Armstrong
Patrick Bartlett
Cory Bradshaw
Stephen Parton

Longview Too

Mattie Bartlett
Ashley Bellotte
Collin Bieschke
Patricia Buscemi
Brian Fuller
Cheryl Grubbs
Lucero Harris
Tammy Jones-Deem
Sydney Knoll
Keith LaRue
Jason Scrimpsher

Lubbock

Cornbelt

KazooValley

Fred Sammons

Wako Frazier
Shawn Peterson

Cowboy Country

Lake Area Trykers

Lubbock Monterey

Dennis Butler

Angela Brand
Cheyenne Brown
Rachel Embree
Nick Nease
Angie O’Daniel
Jim O’Daniel
Carly Sumpter

Armando Olirvaris

Shelby Aven
Jerod Cottom
Amy Garner
Catherine Lutz
Amber McGuire
Jessica McGuire
Paige Powell
LaTisha Ramos
Ashley Smith
Paulette Wells

Edmond

Lakeside

Dodge City

Jamie Buckelew

Danny Gutierrez

Enid

Lawton

Dustin Albright
T.J. Runser
Brittanye Whitaker
Brycen Whitaker

Ashley Ghrayyeb
Daniel Ghrayyeb
Taylor Wattenbarger

Enid AM

Rebecca Kelly

Matthew Dalton
Dudley Darrow
Jason Priest
Benjamin Rose
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Lititz

Nicolle Brady
Vickie Bunting
Lauren Fey
Emmanuel Gaytan

Mesquite

Regi Carver

NorCal Trykers

Deborah Abraham

Owasso

Danny Ewing
Monta Ewing
Caiti Parrish

Piedmont

Maria Austin
Stephen Vinson
Sara Zeller

Ponca City
Charity Angels

Michelle Beecher
Kwanza Bohnert
Paige Cordova
Krista Davidson
Michelle Jones
Sarah Lawson
Gineta Swanson
Tricia Wedman
Holly Ladner

Ponca City Noon
Jay Bakewell
Harry Langley

Red River

Mid Cities

Lisa Sahagun

Chelsey Gauer
Eric Hanson
Michele Morse

Mountain Metro

Route 66 Cruisers

Betsy Adorno
Sherry Brown
Lisa Ewing
Ana Fabre
Donna Oheltoint
Quanah Parker
Ramonna Polk
Lianne Sanchez
Kourtney Schmidt

Noon Network

Kathy McCandless

Jeﬀrey Deters
Lee Hart
David Howser
Matt Kell
Josh Linser

Southwest

John Coﬀee
Mike Giwdy
David Martinez
Tom Scherlen

Springﬁeld

Andrew Adamczyk
Kevin Biggs
Michael Buzzinski
Joseph Byington
Brian Cuﬄe
Robert Downey
Jeﬀ Friedman
Tyler Hauck
Eric Longnecker
Albert Lust
Tyler Ott
Brendan Padget
Troy Petitt
Timothy Pufundt
Adam Walsh
Nicholas Waterkotte
Diondre Williams
Joshua Zirkelbach

Sullivan

Derik Eaton
Robert Freeman
Rieck Kendall
Bob McClain
Brock Norris
Richard Rutledge
Claude Sims
Andy Wagner

VC Trykers

Charleen Boucher
Natalie Waechter

Vermont Friends
Chapter
Jonathan Sands

Veterans on Wheels
Eva Cola
Wayne Cole
Darwin Walker
Joseph Ward
Edwin Wilson

Woodward Mid-Day
Lana Lukes
Paula Watson

MEMBERSHIP

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

(made 2/23/21 to 7/14/21)

Memorial/Honorarium contributions are an excellent way to honor a friend, relative or acquaintance while
also supporting the three national programs—Scholarships for Therapists, the Amtryke program and
Cornerstone (Chapter Growth and Development). Contributions are credited to the donor and towards
chapter program giving. For a gift of $25 or more, a distinctive acknowledgment letter is sent to the individual
or family notifying them of the donation and identifying the donor. All contributions to National AMBUCS Inc.
are tax-deductible and can be made online or by mail.
Visit ambucs.org/donate-now to make an online donation or to ﬁnd instructions on how to give by mail.

In Memory Of
Robert Zielinski
Scott Walling
Philip Cloud
Jay Merz
Jay Merz
William Merchant
Dennis Porter
Tom Alvarez
Cheryl Criner
Robert Lacey
Ricardo Ohmit
Charles Smith
Brooke McIntyre
Gene Waldrum
Gene Waldrum
John Harper
Constance Johnson
Donna Marie DoBoer
Bert Kempker
Andrew Dykema
Randy Flory
Kathleen Ruth Dykstra

Donor
Grapevine Chapter
Grapevine Chapter
Grapevine Chapter
Dewey & Betty King
Enid Chapter
Enid Chapter
Enid Chapter
Enid AM Too Chapter
Enid AM Too Chapter
Greater Champaign Co. Chapter
Greater Champaign Co. Chapter
Greater Champaign Co. Chapter
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Ziolkowski
Alan Bedell
Irving Chapter
Irving Chapter
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux

In Honor Of
Terry & Bob DuPree
Janice Blankenship
Janice Blankenship
Janice Blankenship
Dorothy Gregory
Beth Smith
Grapevine Chapter Volunteers

In Memory Of

Donor

Carl Catania
Carl Catania
Carl Catania
Carl Catania
Carl Catania
Carl Catania
Jim Robinson
Jim Robinson
Ruth Mosher
Paul Herring
Loren Byers
Marvin Bruning
Leon Coulter
Dan Dillingham
Margaret Taylor
Margaret Taylor
Doreen Muir
Amy King
Sheri Lynn Loggins
Gene Waldrum
John Harper
Helen Thompson

Robert & Carole Fields
Scott & Andrea Buckelew
Edmond Chapter
Judy & Monty Courtney
John Combs
Ronnie & Charlotte Nutt
Enid AM Too Chapter
Enid AM Chapter
Enid AM Chapter
Grapevine Heritage Chapter
Grapevine Heritage Chapter
Oklahoma City Chapter
Enid Chapter
Enid Chapter
Mountain Metro Chapter
Pricilla & Charles Sacks
Pricilla & Charles Sacks
David & Patty Vannoy
Mid Cities Chapter
Mid Cities Chapter
Mid Cities Chapter
Mid Cities Chapter

Donor
David & Patty Vannoy
David & Patty Vannoy
Steve Davis
Enid AM Too Chapter
L.B. Gregory
The Schilling Crew
Daniel Guido
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*A generous donor has provided the prize money which
means ALL proceeds will beneﬁt our three national
charitable programs.

