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I hope everyone had a great spring. All the Regional Conferences have now 
concluded, and I hope you were able to attend the one hosted in your region and 
found it worthwhile. I was able to attend all but one this year. Regional gatherings 
have always been one of my favorite activities in AMBUCS, enjoying time for training 
and fellowship. It is so much fun to spend time with those who have become my 
extended family, and it is a family that continues to grow!

I believe this year’s conferences have been extra special with so many positives 
happening in our Ambuc world. Each conference has included officer training, 
which is very important whether a first-time or seasoned officer. National News was 
packed with tons of information about changes coming your way. There were more 
details shared about the new BCA (Bicycle Corporation of America) Amtryke models. 
Yes, they are getting closer! A new platform for membership services was introduced 
that will enable every member to have access to their contact information. The new 
platform, the AMBUCS Membership HUB, will also provide a new way of reporting 
chapter activities. This is just the beginning of what this platform will enable us to do.

If you attended a Regional Conference, please pass along the knowledge you gained 
and the excitement you experienced to other Ambucs not able to attend. I truly believe once you have attended one conference 
you will want to attend each year, learning so much more about what other AMBUCS chapters do across the country. This is 
important and helps all of us build upon the excitement to support our communities. Please mark your calendars for your 
next year’s spring Regional Conferences.

It is my hope that you are now excited about getting together with other Ambucs again later this year. The AMBUCS National 
Conference in Birmingham, AL is the perfect opportunity! The dates are now finalized, August 23rd – 27th, 2022. Ambucs will 
be celebrating the 100th year of our organization and we are planning a fabulous time for all in attendance.

I have been amazed at just how fast my year as your President is going, as it is more than three-fourths over. Having visited 
chapters across the country, each one brings its own air of excitement, and I have learned something new each time. From 
a newly chartered chapter’s first Amtryke presentation, to a chapter’s 80th anniversary celebration, then a chapter’s formal 
installation of officers, to small social events at several chapters, I THANK all of you for making the effort to include me in your 
activities. I will continue visiting chapters through the rest of the summer, and I do hope I am lucky enough to see you at one 
of your chapter events.

Thank you to each of you for the work you’re doing to make AMBUCS visible in your community. I campaigned asking each 
of our members to show how proud you are to be an Ambuc, and you’ve shown it! Your dedication comes through in your 
newsletters, on social media, and in your words and actions. In return, I hope that you are hearing more from the National 
Board and the AMBUCS Resource Center. We are all working hard to improve communication through regular magazines, 
newsletters, and personal conversations. Please don’t forget to wear your Ambuc pins and shirts! When someone sees 
AMBUCS, they might ask who we are, and that is your opportunity to convince them we are the best service organization in 
your community, and invite them to join us.

Thank you and I hope to see you soon.

Scott Buckelew 
2021-2022 National President 
scottb@ambucs.org 
(405) 209-8995
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As of June, the new AMBUCS Membership HUB is the 
place to go for all your chapter's management needs. 
This move will not only help your chapter transition 
away from paper records and spreadsheets, but also 
eliminate manual workflows 
where possible to ease the 
burden on AMBUCS Resource 
Center staff. In addition, this will 
help achieve and maintain data 
integrity.

Members are now able to log 
into the HUB member portal to 
change their own address, phone 
number, and email address. 
Chapter Administrators can manage their chapter's 
rosters, record activities and a lot more. Chapter 
Presidents and Secretaries will automatically be made 
Chapter Administrators, and they will be able to add 
additional administrators to input data as needed.

A preview of the Membership HUB was shared at 

the Regional Conferences. You will be seeing more 
information, including training videos, in the near 
future. All members with a valid email address should 
have received login information.

If you have not received a login 
email, please contact us at  
membershiphubsupport@
ambucs.org to request a 
new login email. Some email 
providers filtered the original 
messages to spam folders.

Not only is this a great resource 
for chapter membership 
management, but it can be 

used for  online chapter activity tracking, reports, and 
metrics.

This Membership HUB is a readily accessible one-
stop-shop for all member and chapter data, helping to 
make data entry and tracking much more efficient and 
easy to manage.  

Introducing the new 
MEMBERSHIP HUB

“This will be a great resource 
for chapter membership 

management, as well as for 
online chapter activity tracking, 

reports, and metrics.”

The HUB is  
where it’s at!
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Sometimes our AMBUCS mission of 
inspiring mobility and independence 
hits very close to home…
unexpectedly close. Steve 
Wuellner of Decatur, IL served 
as National President of our 
organization from 1993-1994, and 
prior to that, held the positions 
of National Big Hat President, 
Central Region Director and 
District 4-B Governor. Steve’s year 
as National President coincided 
with the birth of the Amtryke 
in Longview, Texas in 1993. 
Since our early Amtrykes were 
designed exclusively for young 
children, Steve would never have 
dreamed that he himself might 
someday become the recipient of 
an Amtryke. 

Fast forward to 2021, when 
Steve received news of the life-
changing diagnosis of multiple 
system atrophy, or MSA. This 
rare neurodegenerative disorder 
causes a multitude of symptoms 
including impaired balance and 
movement, and poor blood 
pressure control. Shortly after 
Steve’s diagnosis, his sister and 
brother-in-law (Jan Ferris and Past 
National President Greg Ferris) 
asked their chapter, Decatur 
Lincolnland (Mount Zion, IL), to 
consider sponsoring an Amtryke 
for Steve. Chapter members 
enthusiastically endorsed this 
proposal, realizing the gift of an 
Amtryke might help slow the 

progression of Steve’s illness and 
allow him the freedom to exercise 
while enjoying the outdoors. 

Past National President Don 
Smith of the Lawton, OK Chapter, 
offered to “pass the hat” among 
all “PNPs” to cover the cost of the 
tryke. While the funds weren’t 
needed, the offer represents the 
true spirit of AMBUCS.

Steve, who is also a proud 
Veteran, was visited at home by 
his VA rehabilitation therapist. 
A 1420-XL was specified to meet 
his needs. Shortly thereafter, 
his tryke was assembled by Past 
National President Al Bedell of the 
Cornbelt Chapter in Bloomington, 
IL with assistance from his good 
friends, Greg Ferris and Dick 
Goers of the Decatur Lincolnland 

Chapter. The fitting for Steve’s 
Amtryke was completed by 
Physical Therapist Lindy Miller of 
the Decatur Lincolnland Chapter.

In addition to the kindness shown 
by his fellow AMBUCS, the Decatur 
VA has assisted Steve and his 
family by supplying a wheelchair 
ramp and lift for his van, as well as 
a hospital bed. His bathroom has 
also been renovated to provide 
handicapped accessibility.

Steve is married to his wife of 
47 years, Nancy. They have two 
children, Jennifer and Ryan, and 
one grandchild, Lily. The family is 
grateful that AMBUCS members 
– including several of Steve’s 
fellow PNPs - stood “Shoulders 
Together” for one of their own in 
a time of need.

From National President to 
Appreciative Amtryke Recipient
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The Sullivan Chapter (Sullivan, IL) has focused its 
efforts towards Amtrykes for Veterans, recently putting 
five veterans on three wheels.  

A local therapist connected the chapter to Marine 
Veteran Lorena Sallee.  Lorena learned how to transition 
from her wheelchair to her tadpole Amtryke, then 
took a lap around everyone attending the Golf Outing 
fundraiser in August.  Lorena served in the Marines in 
the 1980s and received a Good Conduct Medal.  

Since August, Charlie Bragg from the American Legion 
Post in Sullivan has helped spearhead efforts to honor 

Veterans with the gift of mobility and independence.

Charlie served in the infantry in the early 1970s in 
Vietnam, receiving multiple commendation awards.  He 
selected his TP3000 for local rides, as well as camping, 
and even appearances in parades and at community 
events.  It’s also suspected that Charlie was involved in a 
reported sighting of Santa Claus on an Amtryke at a Red 
Cross blood drive this past holiday season. Coincidence?

Veteran John Taylor received his Amtryke 1024 hand 
tryke in October.  The Sullivan Chapter previously 
extended the wheelchair ramp in his garage. They 
were pleased to provide him with his Amtryke through 

AMTRYKES FOR VETERANS
Veterans Initiative provides new opportunities
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AMTRYKES FOR VETERANS
Veterans Initiative provides new opportunities

the Veterans Initiative. 

Next, Army Veteran Paul (Ed) Riley received his JT2300 
Amtryke.  Ed served from 1968 to 1974, receiving 
multiple service medals, then the National Guard 
from 1981 to 1989.  Today Ed can be seen cruising the 
nearby city park, shifting his new 14-speed recumbent 
for an easy and enjoyable ride.   

Most recently, a JT2000 Amtryke was presented to Dan 
Robinson.  Dan served sixteen years in the Army.  Dan, 
like all of the Veteran recipients, indicated that three 
wheels are often better than two for getting around.

There are still a few request forms out in the 
community, and the chapter hopes to identify 
additional Veterans in need of an Amtryke.  It’s hard 
not to enjoy riding an Amtryke, and the trykes have 
opened new opportunities for the recipients.  The 
Amtryke Veterans Initiative has helped this community 
honor heroes who have sacrificed so much for our 
country.
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The Cornbelt Chapter (Bloomington, IL) combined their 
ramp-building expertise with a community service 
project to build a unique ramp for Camp Limberlost, 
a local camp that offers a camping experience, 
that emphasizes positive social interaction through 
involvement in a variety of activities.  The project 
was to build a ramp so that campers with disabilities 
could easily mount horses for their horseback riding 
activities.  

The Cornbelt Chapter in McLean County, IL has built 
numerous ramps, and regularly performs community 
service. While contemplating their next project, they 
attended a meeting with another chapter that was 
working with a camp for people with disabilities. They 
wondered if there might be a similar opportunity for 
them.  They found Camp Limberlost online. 

The camp is held annually at the Timber Pointe Outdoor 
Center.  Camp Limberlost provides an experience of 
outdoor life for kids whose health challenges often 

make these activities seem impossible, giving them 
the chance to develop independence and confidence.  
The management of Camp Limberlost was eager for 
the help, and  put the chapter in touch with Facilities 
Manager Ryan Shields, Easterseals Central Illinois, 
Timber Pointe Outdoor Center. 

Ryan mentioned that the camp was already in the early 
stages of planning a new custom wooden wheelchair 
ramp for their horse barn area.  Horseback riding is 
one of the activities that the campers can engage in, 
and they love it! Unfortunately,  their old ramp was 
no longer usable.  The camp had a goal of completing 
the project before the summer. The chapter knew 
that ramp construction was in their wheelhouse.  
They presented the idea to their board and their 
membership, who decided it was definitely doable.  
The camp already had a plan, and a donor who would 
provide the materials.

Bill McHie, Cornbelt's Director of Ramps, worked 
diligently with the camp facilities manager to fine tune 

NO HORSING 
AROUND 
Cornbelt builds wheelchair 
ramp for horseback 
lessons at camp
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the plan.  The camp wanted several extra features 
to protect the campers and the horses. Their design 
called for a large platform for viewing, extra wide 
ramps to allow room for staff and volunteers assisting 
the campers, and more.  Bill made sure all of these 
details were followed.  Finally, on a warm day in May, 
a crew got together to begin the ramp, the frame was 
built, and the decking was started.  Two days later, the 
deck was completed.  

As the project was nearing completion, Ryan and the 
camp director came to check out the ramp.  They were 
both in awe at how it turned out, and so pleased with 
the end product.  

“Now the campers will be safer and have a much better 
experience as a result, said Ryan. “It is really making a 
meaningful impact in the community.” 

BIG HAT Club

If there’s anything 
positive that’s come 
from the pandemic, 
maybe it’s been the 
reminder to look 
out for each other 
and to take care of 
one another.       
AMBUCS was built 
on a mission of 
supporting those in 
need. We do that 
through providing Amtrykes, scholarships for 
therapists, and many other types of support.    
In addition, AMBUCS inspires us to care for our 
community by building ramps and universally 
accessible playgrounds, coordinating adaptive 
activity programs, providing ambulance 
services in our community (like my chapter),  
and in general keeping our eyes and hearts 
open to opportunities to provide an extra 
helping hand to those in need. It is truly better 
to give than to receive.
Shoulders Together,   
Flick 

National Big Hat President 
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The secret is out. There are 500 
ramps installed across the city 
of Salina, KS. If a resident needs 
a ramp to access their house, 
everyone in town, including local 
caseworkers, knows to call the 
Salina AM AMBUCS Chapter. And, 
guess what? The phone keeps 
ringing.

A dedicated crew of more than a 
dozen chapter members installed 
ramp number 500 at a home in 
Salina this spring. It has taken just 
14 months to go from 400 to 500 
ramps.

The Salina Area Chamber of 
Commerce showed up with their 
Ambassadors to cut a ribbon and 
join the celebration. Local media  
also covered the project. And, with 
the phone still ringing, the crew 

was back out in the community 
the following Saturday to build 
another ramp to improve mobility 
for a Salina citizen.

One factor over the past two years 
that has made ramp building 
difficult has been the increase in 
the cost of lumber. “That has really 
driven up the cost of a ramp,” said 
Jim Cram, Ramp Project Chair.  
“The average ramp used to be 
$600 and is now $1,200.” If people 
can pay something, anything they 
can provide helps. However, if 
they need a ramp and cannot 
financially contribute, the chapter 
does not hesitate. About one in 
five recipients are able to pay for 
the lumber in their ramp. In many 
cases, the recipients cannot come 
home from the hospital or rehab 
until they have a ramp to get into 

and out of their home.

The Salina AM Ambucs raise funds 
for Amtrykes, scholarships and 
other projects, but building ramps 
has become a very visible signature 
project in the city. The success 

SALINA AM BUILDS 
500TH RAMP

Breakfast Bandits just keep building
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of the program is due to the 
consistent leadership of member 
Ken DuBois, who is the lead ramp 
planner and construction chief. 
DuBois will go out to the job site 
earlier in the week to measure and 
plan the ramp layout and order 
lumber. On Saturday morning, he’ll 
have plenty of volunteer help from 
members. Ramps can be straight, 
simple and reasonably short, but 
many have also been quite long 
and complex.

“We built 83 ramps last year and 
are on track to do that again this 
year,” said Cram. “We’ve started 
to add a small plaque to each 
ramp.” Member and volunteer 
Gary Stansberry had his business 
create the plaques. Another crew 
member, Dave Holmgren, posts 
photos each week to Facebook 
which helps keep awareness and 
demand strong.

With so many ramps installed 
over the years, there has been an 
increase in calls to remove ramps 
that were no longer needed. Often, 
that lumber can be repurposed. It 

is stored until needed. 

Another key to success has been 
the ability to attract grant funding. 
That goes beyond paperwork. 
Member Kynan Gibson works 
to develop relationships and 
demonstrate the need for ramps 
in the city. That firsthand on-site 
observation, in addition to the 
steady need for ramps, has made 
grant applications successful.  

“We feel the significance of 
the ramp project has been the 
community engagement,” said 
Chris Lauck, Chapter President. 
“We have the ability to make a 
lasting impact, to give people the 
ability to get out and live their lives 
with one less obstacle.”

There don’t seem to be any signs 
of slowing down for the AM 
Ambucs as the wait list for the 
ramps continues to grow. With the 
steadfast dedication of the crew, 
it won't be long before they’ll find 
themselves building ramp 600.
Shoulders Together!
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The Mesquite Chapter of AMBUCS 
(Mesquite, TX) recently completed 
a massive 60’ barrier-free ramp. 

“I’ve been building ramps with our 
chapter for over 15 years and I 
have never experienced the level 
of participation that occurred over 
the past three days”, says Jerry 
Dittman, Mesquite Ramp Chair. 
“Although there are 10 members 
in the completed ramp picture, at 
least another half dozen members 
helped construct it.”

Don Riggs provided the 3-man 
post hole digging and setting crew 
on Friday, and Scott Gibb worked 

with Home Depot to get the 
materials delivered and half of the 
costs donated. Don and Scott also 
built the frame ahead of time so 
everyone was kept busy the day of 
the build.

They even had three non-members 
participate with the build, who’ve 
already expressed a desire to join 
AMBUCS - that’s not bad for one 
ramp project!

After everyone left the day of the 
build, the recipient’s daughter 
came out to express her thanks. 
She couldn’t believe that any 
organization could be so generous, 

and she couldn’t stop crying. She 
stated that her father had been 
in a wheelchair since a difficult 
surgery, and that he hadn’t been 
out of his home in over a month. 

“This is the kind of day that makes 
me proud to be a Mesquite 
Ambuc”, said Dittman.

THEY SAY EVERYTHING’S 
BIGGER IN TEXAS
Mesquite Chapter builds 60 ft barrier-free ramp in 3 days
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In partnership with the Champaign-Urbana Elks 
Lodge at Savoy, the Greater Champaign County 
Chapter of AMBUCS (Champaign, IL) provided an 
Amtryke to Ceasar Perez, a Veteran and the leader 
of the Marines' Toy for Tots Campaign at Christmas. 
The Elks donated funds to purchase the Amtryke and 
allowed the chapter to make the presentation at their 
lodge with their members and local media present. 
WCIA, CBS affiliate, ran a story on the presentation 
on the local news. 

Ceasar said, "I want more than 
anything to be able to play outdoor 
sports with my children again, and 
this Amtryke will help me get my knee 
back in shape so that the doctors can 
fix the other one!" He went on to add, 
"I'm very excited and happy and very, 
very grateful to AMBUCS and the Elks 
for being able to do this!" 

Elks and AMBUCS member Larry 
Windingland, and Amtryke Project 
Leader Scott Price worked to 
make it all happen. Twelve GCC 
Chapter members came out to 
see the presentation. They said it 
was very rewarding to give back to 
someone who gives so much to their 
community.

Their partnership with the Elks Lodge not only allowed 
them to make this presentation, but during the 
evening, more donations towards future Amtrykes 
were received. The Elks also support the chapter with 
donations and by allowing them to host their Amtryke 
Road Rally in their banquet hall, where past recipients 
can come for a ride. It’s a blast! Partnerships are 
essential to continuing the mission of helping people 
with disabilities maintain their quality of life. 

Shoulders Together!

PARTNERSHIPS PARTNERSHIPS 
WORKWORK
Greater Champaign County joins forces with  
community partners 
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The Upstate South Carolina AMBUCS 
Chapter (Greenville, SC) helped 
with the Tri My Best triathlon, a  
“swim/bike/run” event for people 
of all abilities to encourage physical 
fitness, including the use of adaptive 
bikes, walkers, and power chairs. 

Because stock has been so low for 
Amtrykes, Upstate was worried they 
wouldn’t be able to purchase enough 
trykes so that every participant 
would have an adaptive bike to ride.  

Earlier in the year,  they discussed 
getting some recycled trykes from 
Piedmont Chapter (High Point, NC)
to help meet their needs, but that 
didn’t need to happen!

The community rallied, and through 
hard work and a little bit of luck they 
were able to find a bike for every 
athlete. It’s obvious from the smiles 
that it was a great day for all the 
participants and their families!

Tri My Best Triathlon 
Gets Help From
Upstate SC Chapter
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Longview Too Hosts 
Event at Carmela’s 
Magical Santa Land

Longview Too lights 
up lives at Carmela’s 
Magical Santa Land, 
a perfect start to the 
holiday season

Every year during the first week in 
November, Longview Too AMBUCS 
Chapter (Longview, TX) welcomes 
the community to Carmela’s Magical 
Santa Land. The tradition was 
started by Carmela Davis, currently 
AMBUCS National President-Elect. 
The event allows the community 
to walk or run through millions 
of lights. There have even been 
folks who take their trykes for a 
spin through the park. This annual 
fundraiser has become a tradition 
for so many families, and is truly a 
magical way to kick off the holiday 
season and support a great 
cause. If inventory allows, they 
also have Amtryke giveaways at 
the event to allow the community
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long wait, and also to take 
their time and go at a slower 
speed if they need to. 
In addition to the lights, 
Longview Too provides the 
opportunity for attendees 
to enjoy hot chocolate, 
homemade cookies, and 
even to chat and take a 
photo with Santa.
Longview Too’s members say 
this is one of their favorite 
times of the year. There is 
something breathtaking 
when you mix the magic of 
the Christmas lights and the 
sparkle in the eyes of the 
children and adults as they 
enjoy their evening. It's the 
perfect way to ignite the 
holiday spirit. 
Every year, Ambucs from all 
over come to help with this 
event and share the magic. 
It’s the perfect example of 
working Shoulders Together!

The Air Capital AMBUCS Chapter held its first Pickleball 
Tournament in Wichita, KS.  
Pickleball is becoming a popular sport across the nation. 
A local restaurant, appropriately named Chicken & 
Pickle, hosted the event and they also set up brackets 
and ran the games for them. There were competitive 
and social brackets, so anyone could come out and play. 

There were 21 teams total. 
The chapter also held a silent auction and had some 
great sponsors, for a total event profit of $12,827! 
Their planned presentation of an Amtryke had to be 
rescheduled to a later date.

to have a glimpse into what 
AMBUCS do and where a 
portion of the proceeds 
go back to the community. 
Each year gets bigger and 
better, with hundreds of 
participants coming from 
surrounding towns. Through 
sponsorships, registration 
fees, and t-shirt sales, this 
event has become Longview  
Too’s main fundraiser, along 
with their annual spring golf 
tournament.
Longview Too also hosts a 
Special Needs Night before 
the park is open to the public, 
to allow group homes, nursing 
homes, respite centers, and 
parents to bring their loved 
ones and friends to drive 
their vehicle or  ATV side-by-
sides through the Christmas 
lights. This allows them to 
enjoy the magic without the 

Pickleball with Air Capital 
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The Lubbock Caprock Chapter of 
AMBUCS (Lubbock, TX) hosted its 62nd 
Annual Caprock Classic Basketball 
Tournament in December.   This was 
their largest tournament ever, with 100 
high school boys and girls teams from 
across Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas 
participating.  From the proceeds, they 
will award eight $1,000 scholarships 
to students who participate in the 
Caprock Classic.  They were also able 
to award two Amtrykes during the 
tournament.   Currently, this chapter 
is small in numbers, but substantial in 
impact when they put their shoulders 
together with community volunteers to 
inspire mobility and independence.

Lubbock Caprock  
Hosts Annual Tournament

The Danville Chapter of AMBUCS (Danville, IL) was 
one of the lucky and honored recipients of a $5,000 
award for  the Amtryke program at a recent ceremony. 

Danville Receives Impact Award
Sixteen organizations were awarded a total of $150,000 
by Balloons Over Vermilion and The Festival of Trees. 
The Impact Awards were presented on behalf of the 
festival sponsors, steering committees, volunteers and 
all those that attended both events.

Earlier this year, Will Garrison, a current member of 
the chapter, had lunch with someone on the event’s 
steering committee and thought that Danville AMBUCS 
would be a great recipient for the Impact Award. 

William reached out to Krysta Cummings to write a 
brief description of what Amytrykes do for the Danville 
community. That write-up led to the chapter being 
selected for the award.
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The Dodge City AMBUCS Chapter (Dodge City, KS) organizes the Western 
Parade during the 61st Dodge City Days.  Featuring over 75 events during 
the 10-day celebration, the Ambucs help by hosting the parade as well as a 
golf tournament.  This year during the parade, Donna Hingtgen, Great Plains 
Region Director, was chosen to be the 
grand Marshall and represented the 
spirit of the old west. 

Dodge City Days, Kansas’ second 
largest festival, has evolved into a 10-
day celebration of Dodge City’s rich 
history and western heritage. It brings 
in over 100,000 attendees each year. 

Ambucs Organize Western 
Parade at Dodge City Days

It could be easy to lose 
momentum when normal seems 
so far away, but the Owasso 
Chapter of AMBUCS (Owasso, 
OK) hasn’t let supply chain issues 
stop them from fulfilling their 
mission of helping people.  In lieu 
of new Amtrykes, the chapter is 
repurposing old Amtrykes.  They 
have taken advantage of recycling 
and refurbishing Amtrykes and 
other adaptive trykes that have 
been donated back or have been 
found in the community. “We are 
thankful that we can continue 

Owasso Keeps Rolling
to bless families, even though 
we are not able to order many 
of the styles of trykes. We are 
focusing on the things we can 
do, rather than all the things we 
can't,” says Melissa Lay, Owasso 
Chapter President. 

The chapter also recently helped 
out a local food pantry by gifting 
them with an Amtryke, thereby 
providing transportation for a 
person in the community and 
continuing to foster mobility 
and giving.
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CHAPTER NEWS

The Ponca City Charity Angels (Ponca City, OK) have been busy with 
visibility and fundraisers.  This spring they participated in a walk to bring 
awareness to AMBUCS, but not just any walk.  It was more of a costume 
parade.  Wearing inflatable costumes and carrying signs, they walked (and 
rode) down the main street in the business district, drawing quite a bit of 
attention to themselves and their cause.  

They also hosted a charity Wacky 
Golf tournament with entertaining 
obstacles on many holes, such 
as driving the ball while seated 
on a toilet, driving with a giant 
slingshot, and using your club like 
a pool cue to putt.  Anything for a 
good cause!

Charity Angels...Wacky & Wild 

Cowboy Country Chapter of AMBUCS (Stillwater, OK) 
hosted its 5th annual Trek4Trykes in April at Boomer 
Lake in Stillwater.  They had 15 members/participants 
attend and raised almost $3,000 with their trek.

They were able to present an Amtryke at the event.  
Pictured left: members of Cowboy Country presenting 
an Amtryke to Abby.  She is excited and enjoys riding 
it around her neighborhood.

Cowboy Country’s Trek4Trykes
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The Lake Area Trykers (Morrison, OK) held their chapter’s 
Charter Installation Ceremony in January. Due to COVID 
complications, it took the chapter a little extra time to get 
started, but they did in a big way! 

This new-ish chapter chartered back in May 2021 with 
10 members, and by the time they finally got to hold 
their charter ceremony they already had picked up a few 
more members. 
 
During the ceremony, the members were all pinned and 
officers were sworn in. They were also able to present 
two new Amtrykes to very appreciative recipients.  One 
of the recipients, paralyzed due to a spinal cord injury, 

said he was excited to be able to ride his new 1024. He 
even rode his Amtryke home after the event.  A local 
veteran who benefited from the Veteran Initiative also 
received his new JT2300.  

 National President Scott Buckelew, Great Plains Region 
Director Donna Hingtgen, National Big Hat Vice President 
Wendy Bond, and Chapter Sparkplug/ Owasso Chapter 
President Melissa Lay all attended the ceremony. 

WELCOME 
Lake Area Trykers
THOUGH IT TOOK A LITTLE LONGER THAN USUAL, THE LAKE AREA TRYKERS 
FINALLY GOT THE CHANCE TO HOLD THEIR CHARTER BANQUET

Lake Area Trykers President Amy Garner also received 
the Chapter's first patch from National President Scott 
Buckelew for his visitation. 
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CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT

In the early 20th century, civic service 
organizations were the new vogue in 
a prosperous and energetic United 
States.  Businessmen and civic 
leaders joined together to promote 
and uplift their communities in ways 
that would strengthen and unite 
citizens toward a better quality of 
life.  Many clubs, associations, and 
civic organizations sprang up like 
the Rotary Club in 1905, the Kiwanis 
in 1915, the Lions Club in 1917, the 

Optimist in 1919, and the American 
Business Club in 1922. 

In 1922 in Birmingham, Alabama, 
William L. White founded the 
American Business Club. White 
credits the sale of two million 
turpentine cups used in extracting 
raw, crude resin from long leaf pine 
trees as a means of funding.  The 
American Business Clubs, later to 

become AMBUCS, chartered an 
initial twenty-three clubs in cities and 
towns including Birmingham; New 
Orleans; Nashville; Savannah, and 
Amarillo. 

The American Business Club of 
Amarillo, known over the years 
as the ABC Club, Booster Club of 
Amarillo, and now The Amarillo Palo 
Duro AMBUCS Chapter, was founded 
and chartered in May of 1923, as 
the seventh chapter in the American 

Business Club national structure.  At 
that time, Amarillo had a population 
of around 15,000 people.   

The 2020 Census sets the Amarillo 
population at 199,747, the 122nd 
largest city in the US.  It is currently the 
oldest continuously active chapter in 
AMBUCS, and is led by co-presidents 
W.M. Adams, Potter County Sheriff, 
and Rollo Cartwright, Potter County 

Judge. The first members were 
the twenty-three attendees of 
the Polk Street Methodist Church 
Sunday School Class, and other 
local businessmen of the Amarillo 
community who gathered in the 
church basement.  In 1924, the 
Amarillo American Business Club 
grew by 400%.  The list of members 
throughout the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s 
read like a “Who’s Who” of Amarillo. 
Amarillo ABC Club members were 
instrumental in the formation of the 
Amarillo Chamber of Commerce in 
early 1925. 

Other notable early projects included 
helping to establish English Field, 
the first official airfield in Amarillo, 
promoting and installing street 
signs, and the chartering of the Tri-
State Fair Exposition, a non-profit 
organization which still provides 
wholesome, cultural, educational, 
and recreational experiences for 
citizens throughout Eastern New 
Mexico, Western Oklahoma, and the 
Texas Panhandle.  In the late 1920’s, 
the Amarillo American Business Club 

English Field

AMARILLO PALO DURO CELEBRATES NINETY-NINE YEARS,  
MAKING IT THE OLDEST ACTIVE AMBUCS CHAPTER IN THE NATION

AMARILLO 
PALO DURO 
AMBUCS 
The Oldest Active AMBUCS 
Chapter in the Nation 
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CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT

helped sponsor a bill in the Texas 
State Senate establishing Amarillo 
Community Junior College.  In 1934, 
the Amarillo Chapter became a major 
supporter of Amarillo Maverick Club, 
later affiliated with the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America. In 1939, the Big Hat 
Club was organized.  

During WWII, many American 
Business Clubs ceased functioning 
due to many members going into the 
service.  Because Amarillo had critical 
war services in the area, Amarillo 
chapter membership was stable, 
remaining active and providing social 
support to the service men & women 
stationed at Amarillo Air Force Base, 
and help to the personnel at the 
Pantex Weapons Plant.  Chapter 
members served in North Africa, 
Europe, the Pacific, and the US. 

In 1952, Amarillo American Business 
Club, then known as the ABC Club, 
helped raise  funds to construct a 
large two-story clubhouse for the 
Maverick Club.  After recent major 
renovations, this building still acts 
as a safe place to gather after school 
for over five hundred lower income 
children.  One of the big fundraisers 
for the Amarillo ABC Club over its 
many years was a concession stand 
at the Tri-State Fair Exposition.  

In 1954, the Amarillo ABC Club 
chartered the Palo Duro ABC 

Chapter, whose major 
fundraiser is the annual 
Pancake & Sausage Feast, 
a tradition 67 years old and 
still going strong.  1955 saw 
the Amarillo ABC Club joined 
with a group of citizens 
to bring the first zoo to 
Amarillo. 

In 1973, Amarillo Palo 
Chapter chartered the 
Southwest Chapter of 
AMBUCS in Amarillo.  In 
1988, Southwest Chapter of 
AMBUCS chartered Metro 
AMBUCS in Amarillo, a 
ladies-only club. In 2003, 
Amarillo AMBUCS and the 
Palo Duro AMBUCS merged 
to become Amarillo Palo 
Duro AMBUCS, now operating under 
two charters.

Other projects are too many to 
include.  There were two National 
Conventions held in Amarillo. First in 
1938, at the same time as President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was there 
speaking about the Dust Bowl and 
the Depression. Then in 1965, when 
Amarillo Judge Gene Jordan was the 
AMBUCS National President. 

Over its ninety-nine years, the 
Amarillo Palo Duro Chapter has 
received numerous honors and 
awards: National Ambuc of the Year 

in 1968, 1970, and 1984 awarded to 
Craig Brucker. National Community 
Service Award given for years 1978, 
1988, 1993 & 1994. In 1983, Dr. Lynn 
Laird of Amarillo was the National 
Therapist of the Year. An endowed 
named scholarship for three Amarillo 
College students of physical therapy 
is given each year in his honor by 
Amarillo Palo Duro AMBUCS. In 2009, 
the 3rd place National Project Manager 
of the Year was longtime Amarillo 
Palo Duro AMBUCS member, Lloyd 
Seitz. Amarillo Palo Duro AMBUCS 
also have two endowed scholarship 
funds at the Opportunity Plan that 
are given annually.  

In 2014, the Amarillo Palo Duro 
AMBUCS were presented with the 
Ralph Dykeman Advocacy Award 
honoring 80 years of support to the 
Maverick Boys & Girls Club. 

The Amarillo Palo Duro Chapter 
of AMBUCS has had a profound 
impact on their community in their 
long history, and they will continue 
to make Amarillo a better place to 
live by serving those in need, and 
inspiring mobility and independence.
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Visit AMBUCS.org to register today!
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Schedule of Events 
Tuesday, August 23, 2022
 8:30 am – 11:30 am Great Birmingham Amtryke Build - Phase 1
 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm Conference Registration Table Open
 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  First Timers Meeting
 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm National Big Hat Club Executive Committee Meeting
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm  Dinner/Opening Event 

Wednesday, August 24, 2022
 7:30 am – 8:30 am  National Big Hat Club Business Meeting
 9:00 am – 10:30 am  General Business Session
 11:00 am – 1:00 pm National Big Hat Club Lunch and Auction
 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm  Important Amtryke Update
 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm    Great Birmingham Amtryke Build - Phase 2
 2:30 pm – 6:00 pm  Free Afternoon
 7:00 pm – 9:30 pm  Dinner and Special Event, including recognition of Past National Presidents

Thursday, August 25, 2022
 9:00 am – 11:30 am  General Business Session
 11:30 am – 4:00 pm Golf Outing
 11:30 am – 1:00 pm  Lunch on Your Own 
 1:00 pm – Until   Free Afternoon/Evening
 7:00 pm – Until  Past National Presidents’ Dinner 

Friday, August 26, 2022
 8:30 am – 9:45 am  Regional Caucuses
 10:00 am – 12:00 pm  Foundation Program
 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm  Lunch for General Attendees 
 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm  Educational Sessions
 3:15 pm – 4:45 pm  Educational Sessions 
 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm  Awards Program

Saturday, August 27, 2022
 7:00 am – 9:00 am  Volunteers Needed to Move 100 Amtrykes to Convention Center
 7:30 am – 9:00 am  17th Annual Trek for Trykes Walk-A-Thon 
 9:30 am – 11:00 am  General Business Session
 11:00 am – 12:00 pm  Brunch/Lunch on Your Own 
 11:00 am – 12:00 pm  Training for Therapists and Select Giveaway Volunteers     
 12:00 pm – 4:30 pm  Amtryke Giveaway - Children 12:00; Veterans 2:45 
 6:00 pm – 6:50 pm  President-Elect’s Reception
 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm  President’s Dinner

2022 AMBUCS National Conference 
100th Anniversary Celebration 

Enjoy Beautiful Birmingham!
Take in the city during the conference! 
Enjoy a delicious meal, and check out 

local attractions like:
• Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum

• Birmingham Zoo
• McWane Science Center

• Birmingham Civil Rights Institute
• Vulcan Park & Museum

•Top Golf
• Birmingham Botanical Gardens

•  Birmingham Museum of Art
• And more!



26      Spring 2022 

Welcome New Members!
Air Capital 
Kyle Baymiller 
Cindy Combs 
Philip Dietrich 
Elisa Hernandez 
Christina Moore 
Jennifer Parker

Altoona 
Justin Blackburn 
Ashley Gay-Vocco 
Michaela Miller 
George Rowles 
Philip Sukenik

Bay Area Trykers 
Curtiss Benger 
Jennifer Macaulay 
Katrina Ng

Clinton 
Darla Barton 
Brenda Burton 
Traci Rogers

Cornbelt 
Paul Dew

Cowboy Country 
Dannielle Kinsey 
Amanda McCabe

Danville 
Joshua Duffy 
James Hutson 
Crystal Meese 
Chad Phenicie 
Carrie Rancuret 
Tara Wright

Edmond 
Jamie Buckelew

Enid 
Jillian Baker 
Robert Brison 
Guinith Cahill 
Lafe Coldwater 
Rob Copeland 
Ryan Fuxa 
Doug Hettler 
Susan Hunhoff 
Rhonda Koch 
Wesley Layton 
Bethany Montgomery 
Chad Nech 
Derwin Norwood 
Cathy Nulph 
Ashley Pesicka 
Tommy Ramos 
Whitney Roberts

Enid AM 
Brandon Adams 
Jesse Ashlock 
Theodore Barker 
Clint Blackwell 
Joshua Cavazis 
Kurt DeVaney 

Darren Janes 
Rique Meyer 
Lenny Pecha 
Tom Rhyne

Enid AM Too 
Tamera Callaway 
Melissa Graddick 
Debbie Hilton 
Janet Jones 
Rhonda Koehn 
Sarah Jane Richter 
Diane Rowell 
Ginny D. Shipley 
Kathy Voth

Grapevine 
Ryan Gamill 
Ralph Kissee 
Richard Stroot

Great Plains 
Dennis Beasley 
Mary Fuller 
Dean Pennello 
Joshua Powers 
Ervin Randle 
Casey Todd

Greater Birmingham 
Nicole Beachum 
James Carns 
Ethel Pawley 
Stephen Pawley

Greater Indy Friends 
Beth Owens 
Bob Owens

Greater Irving Las 
Colinas 
Victor L Conley 
Jackie Jasper

Hutchinson 
Megan Bartley

I Hope 
Ben Woomer 
Marissa Woomer

Irving 
Sharon Barbosa-Crain 
Valerie Coleman 
Tonia Graham 
Michael McPhail 
Cindy Morgan 
Alaina Patel

Jacksonville 
Ryan Dowd 
Chad Wingler

Kalamazoo 
Nancy Hock

KazooValley 
Brandy Lowrey

Lake Area Trykers 
Lesta Cheek

Lakeside 
William Hanna

Lancaster 
Nick Skladany 
Alan Walsh 
Marjorie Walsh

Las Vegas 
Shana Boyle 
Eduardo Gonzalez 
Vicki Wardell

Lawton 
Taron Epps

Lititz 
Christopher 
Buchmoyer 
William Lukens 
Donna O’Keefe 
Michael O’Keefe 
Jackson Shepard

Long Island 
Kyle Meier

Longview 
Paul Springer 
John Talley 
Ed Warner

Longview Too 
Chloe Davis 
Angela Fountain 
Sandy Maddox 
Roger Morris 
Linda Whitehead 
Mary Wright

Lubbock 
John Roley

Lubbock Caprock 
Joe Doherty 
Patrick Harrison 
Jennifer Rose

Lubbock Monterey 
Anthony Brocato 
Marie Gentry 
Jason Kennell 
Monica Luster 
Tom Owens

Mesquite 
John Coughlin 
Spencer Grimes 
Dennis Gulseth 
Tony King 
Robin Stewart

Mid Cities 
Steve Butterfield 
Eyvonnia McCrary-
Taylor 
Natalie Perez

Mountain Metro 
Brenda Bentley 
Tamra Bowers 
Katherine Funaki 
Victoria Garibay 
Gloria Green 
Helena John-Dryburg 
Leslie Kopepassah 
Erin Leach 
Debra Love 
Roswitha Mattioli 
Colleen Meridon 
Doris Shelton 
Briana Slaughter 
Amber Speck 
Brittany Tyler 
Toni Walker 
Erin Waller 
Kara Waller 
Mary Waller 
Sarah Waller 
Annette Wiseman- 
     Vaughan

Muskegon 
Robert Blanchard

Noon Network 
Melissa Anderson 
Jennifer Edwards 
Lori Jackson 
Megan Ladenburger 
Michelle Martin 
Tonya Moran-Diaz 
Ashley Strange 
Lynsey Webb

NorCal Trykers 
Barbara Medrano

Ponca City 
Charity Angels 
Melissa Cecena 
Kimberly Dressen 
Amber Morris 
Kristen Siler 
Britt Summers 
Emily Thompson

Ponca City Noon 
James Devinney

Red River 
Suzanne Hammer

Red Star Riders 
Joshua Ewing

Rough Riders  
Kiah Nielson

Route 66 Cruisers 
Lee Campbell 
Stacy Campbell 
Trenton Clines 
Tenasia Fletcher 
Sarah Jones

Salina 
Brian Allen 
Dalton Becker 
Cody Heiman 
Loren Nuss 
Mike Robben 
Richard Speas 
Bryce Woodall

SoCal Trykers 
Sherry Brourman 
Natalie Waechter

Southern Indiana 
Friends 
Kristin Forrest

Southwest 
Scott Baland 
Larry Boyd 
Brenton Leonard 
Nathan Lewis 
Brian Rea 
Josh Shelton

Springfield 
Jay Behrends 
Travis Blaney 
Matthew Boerwinkle 
Josh Catalano 
Tim Collins 
Brandon Daniels 
Todd Fallone 
Jesse Gollaher 
Jay Hammen 
Eric Harbauer 
Jason King 
Brian Lehman 
Brent Mason 
John McWard 
Josh Montgomery 
Bill Moss 
Mike Muchow 
Marek Mudrik 
Nick Patton 
Damian Pierce 
Garrett Pierson 
Mark Staley 
Zane Warrington

Steel City Cyclers 
Alliison Pfauth 
Laura Smith 
Sullivan 
Don Rogers

VC Trykers 
Kelsey Bannan

Walker 
Heather Hamilton

Western Carolina 
Friends 
Reeda Ward

Woodward Mid-Day 
Julie Alley 
Rudena Cole

MEMBERSHIP 
11/24/21 to 6/15/22 listed by chapter
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MEMBERSHIP

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

In Honor Of

Barb Hazlewood-Miller
Ann Hochmann
David Jahn
Meg Shook
Members of Rock River Valley

Donor

Rock River Valley Chapter
Rock River Valley Chapter
Rock River Valley Chapter
Rock River Valley Chapter
Rock River Valley Chapter

Memorial/Honorarium contributions are an excellent way to honor a friend, relative or acquaintance while 
also supporting the three national programs—Scholarships for Therapists, the Amtryke program and 
Cornerstone (Chapter Growth and Development). Contributions are credited to the donor and towards 
chapter program giving. For a gift of $25 or more, a distinctive acknowledgment letter is sent to the individual 
or family notifying them of the donation and identifying the donor. All contributions to National AMBUCS Inc. 
are tax-deductible and can be made online or by mail. 
Visit ambucs.org/donate-now to make an online donation or to find instructions on how to give by mail.

In Memory Of

Darlene Estabrook
Cecil Charles Clayton
Lew Pifer
Donald Angelo Lighthart
Jose Lebron
John Wesley Tien
Donald Angelo Lighthart
Lester Lee Bourell
Marcia Kay Cain
Gary Lee Hansen
Charles “Chuck” Albrecht
Thomas Schneider
Eugene Franklin Nicks
James “Jim” Leonard Conant Jr
Roger Thomas Wesner
Gloria Kraft
Floyd Stout
Dean Ladusau
Karen Trudy Ross
Bart Arnold
Majorie Jackson

Donor

Patricia Hubly Cutting
Enid AM Chapter

A.W. Taylor
Walker Chapter
Walker Chapter

Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux
Cheryl & Allen LeMieux

Enid AM Too Chapter
Enid AM Too Chapter
Enid AM Too Chapter
Enid AM Too Chapter
Enid AM Too Chapter

Greater Champaign County Chapter

In Memory Of

Julia Weaver
Max Adkisson
Dr. Don Potter
Sallae Smith
Ruth Capshaw
Natu Patel
Jim Alvey Sr.
Gene Nicks
Gene Nicks
Paul Davis
Richard Barnett
Richard Barnett
Bert Zeigler
Don Vish
Don Vish
Don Vish
Del Oltman
Gina Lewis
Christy Abbott
John Jewell
Michael Heath

Donor

Greater Champaign County Chapter
Carmela Davis

Ponca City Noon Chapter
Ponca City Noon Chapter
Ponca City Noon Chapter

Lubbock Monterey Chapter
Enid AM Chapter

Steve Davis
Walker Chapter

Carmela Davis
George & Helen Levi

Jerry & Ruth Peters
Gene Spires

David & Patty Vannoy
Enid AM Too Chapter

Scott & Andrea Buckelew
Connie Oltman

Enid Noon Chapter
Enid Noon Chapter
Enid Noon Chapter

Greater Champaign County Chapter

Made 12/10/21 to 6/15/22



OVER THE TOP CLUB | $100,000 or more
Dr. Fred Sammons – $200,000
National AMBUCS Board of Directors Allocation – $200,000

VISIONS CLUB | $10,000 or more
AMC Urgent Care Plus, LLC  (Ponca City, OK) – $10,000 
Carmela Davis, Longview Too Chapter (Longview, TX) – $10,000
Great Plains Region of AMBUCS (Chapters in the states of 

Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas) – $10,000
Greenebucs Chapter (Beavercreek, OH) – $10,000
Gay Williams in honor of Richard Williams (Formerly of the 

Lawton, OK Chapter) – $10,000
Alan Bedell & Dee Frautschi, Cornbelt Chapter (Bloomington, 

IL) and the I-80 Chapter (Seneca, IL) – $10,000

FUTURE BUILDERS CLUB | $1,000 or more
Savannah Chapter (Savannah, GA) – $8,000
Ponca City Charity Angels Chapter (Ponca City, OK) – $5,000
Dennis and Vicky Strauss, Cornbelt Chapter (Bloomington, IL) 

– $5,000
Priscilla Sacks, Mountain Metro Chapter (Lawton, OK) – $2,400
David and Kathleen Hallberg, Grapevine Chapter (Grapevine, 

TX) – $1,500
Jean Sargeant, Grapevine Chapter (Grapevine, TX) – $1,353
Kalamazoo Chapter and Mike Gray (Kalamazoo, MI) – $1,050
Allen and Cheryl LeMieux, Walker Chapter (Walker, MI) – 

$1,038

FUTURE BUILDERS CLUB | $1,000 or more (CONT.)
Pat and Bill Buckholt, Greenebucs Chapter (Beavercreek, OH) – 

$1,000
Donna Carlton-Vish, Emerald Coast (Panama Beach FL); Danville, IL 

and Greater Indy, IN Chapters – $1,000
Cornbelt Chapter (Bloomington, IL) – $1,000
Decatur Lincolnland Chapter (Decatur, IL) – $1,000
Dodge City Chapter (Dodge City, KS) – $1,000
Enid AM Too Chapter (Enid, OK) – $1,000
Derek Gottlieb – $1,000
Longview Too Chapter (Longview, TX) – $1,000
Joyce and Bruce Peet, Bluegrass Chapter (Lexington, KY) – $1,000
Ponca City Noon Chapter (Ponca City, OK) – $1,000

ORIGINATORS CLUB | $100 or more
District 5-G – $500
Jessica Wall, Piedmont Chapter (High Point, NC) – $311
Sue “Amtryke Mama” Haywood, Longview Too (Longview, TX) and 

Mountain Metro (Lawton, OK) Chapters – $260
Joseph Geraghty, Rock River Valley Chapter (Rockford, IL) – $208
Greg Furkin – Thank You: Ramp for Saige Walther and Family – 

$156
Bettyanne DeBlasio, West Norriton Chapter (Jeffersonville, PA) – 

$104
Occupational Therapy Association, University of St. Augustine  

(St. Augustine, FL) – $103
Susan Fritts, Owasso Chapter (Owasso, OK) – $100

CURRENT DONORSCURRENT DONORS

Help us reach our goal of $600,000 by our 100th Anniversary National Conference!  
Give today at AMBUCS.org


